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PREFACE 


* gue O propoſe and offer, in 
* © Ys due humility, and in that 
. SK. 


charity that man owes to 
man, what is written by private 
perſons to the conſideration of the 
public, hath been ever held in high 
reputation and eſteem; yet few or 
none of thoſe authors, who have 
been forced to leave the beaten 
A 3 tract 


PREFACE. 
tract in queſt of truth, have ob- 
tained ſuch eſteem, while it could 
be of any great ſervice or comfort 
| 


to them in this world; and an at- 


tempt, like this, to cut off all pro- 
ſpect of ſuch ſtates here on earth 
as are not conſiſtent with the hu- 
mility of thoſe that believe the goſ- 
pel of the kingdom of heaven ; and 
{| to bring men's views of this life, and 
ſi of this world, and of its courſe and 


end, within limits proper to their 
ſtate and condition. here on earth ; 
and to cut them ſhort of that high 
conceit of themſelves, and of their 


knowledge, into which they have 


been with ſo much art, and fo long 
flattered; and thus to do from the 
book 
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book of Revelation is an attempt fo 
difficult, that, had J entered on it, 
conſcious of the greatneſs and dif- 
ficulty of the work, and of my own 


inabilities, I might well have de- 
ſpaired of making any conſiderable 
progreſs therein, under the moſt 
advantageous circumſtance of life, 
when I had an honeſt, a noble, a 
faithful, and a long- approved friend 
and patron, in the late right ho- 
nourable Peter lord King, baron of 
Ockham, ſon of the lord chancellor 
King, one of the moſt learned 
men of the times he lived in, and 
renowned for his great honeſty and 
integrity; yet lately ſome incidents 


here having come to paſs, that are 
| ſo 
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PREFACE. 

ſo very glaringly oppoſite to, and 
ſuch a public inſult on, the eſta- 
bliſhment of our religion, have made 
me venture to publiſh my thoughts 


on theſe words of the Revelation of 
St, John , © When the thouſand 
<< years are expired, Satan ſhall be 
© looſed out of his priſon, and ſhall 
© go out to deceive the nations 
„ which are in the four quarters of 
ec the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
e gather them together to battle; 


2 and they went up on the breadth 


of the earth, and compaſſed the 
% camp of the ſaints about, and the 
© beloved city, and fire came down 


© from God out of heaven and de- 


Chap. xx, 
ec 
voured 
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* youred them ;” with ſome remarks 
on other parts of holy ſcripture, ſuch 
as are held to tend towards an ex- 
planation of the prophecies of the 
New Teſtament. 


Ir hath been noted as a piece of 
wiſdom in Calvin, that he wrote 
not on the Revelation: whether it 
proves wiſe or unwiſe in the author 
of this eſſay ſo to have done, and 
whether he. hath truly pointed out 
any of the prophecies therein con- 
tained, muſt be left to time, and the 


judgment of others, to determine, 


THr1s he hath made his aim and 


deſign to point out no ſearch into any 


of the ſecret and myſterious pro- 
ceedings 


P R E F A C E. 
ceedings of God's providence in di- 
recting the courſe of this world, and 
bringing it on to its end; but only 
thoſe which it hath pleaſed God to 
reveal or declare by our Lord's pro- 


phecy ſhould come to paſs, and that 
too only from a fight of what is paſt; 
that we might be bleſſed in what he 
hath revealed of his providence; and, 
as we ſee that- things have come to 
paſs according to his words, let ſuch 
ſight have its due weight in ſtrength- 
ening our fai h, waiting for all future 
events in humility, patience, and cha- 
rity, the way leading to peace ever- 
laſting ; and they who thus ſeek. for 
truth, peace or happineſs, we are aſ- 
ſured, chriſtian reader, by the voice 

of 
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of Truth itſelf, will not in the end 
miſs of fully ſeeing it in that place of 
the glorious and immediate preſence 
of God, where that joyful and bleſſed 
ſight is prepared for them, 
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Fhence the errors men run into about the 
future events of God's providence pro- 
ceed from; of two ſorts ; how reproved 
by our Lord. The ſtate of Cbriſt's 
church after the Millennium treated of 
in this eſſay. Of Chriſt's kingdom; of 
his prophetic office. Such knowledge of 
God's revealed will is given or denied 
to men as is beſt for them, proved from 

B God's 
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God's infinite wiſdom and power. The 
book of Revelation a clear proof of 


chriſtianity ;,, what prophecies it contains; 
with what awfſulneſs it is to be read; 


how our knowledge of prophecies is li- 


mited. Sir Iſaac Newton's opinion of 
the folly of interpreters of the book of 


Revelation, prying into future events of 


God's providence forbidden by the book 


of Revelation; men regardleſs of this 
muſt run into great abſurdities in their 
interpretations of the book of Revela- 
tion, The aulber's intent in writing 
this eſſay, and what principles he pro- 


ceedeth on. 


— 


. O NEDPU CED either by our 


8 x pride and preſumption, or 


NCC of blinded by falſe ſelf- love in 


views from. this world, we 


are apt to run into two extremes, or 


errors, in relation to ſuch appointments 
| and 
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PROPHE CIES, &. 3 
and proceedings of God Almighty's pro- 


wadence as are future. 


Tux one, when we preſume to en- 
quire about the times and ſeaſons of 


future events, the knowledge of which 


times and ſeaſons God through his di- 
vine wiſdom hath reſerved ſecret from 
our knowledge, ſuch knowledge being 


no ways fitted to our ſtate and ſtation. 


And when we proudly and rebelliouſly 
-aſpire after that which is thus beyond 


-our bounds, inſtead of having ſound 


-and temperate knowledge of good, we 
become bewildered and loſt in the 
mazes that our pride and preſumption 
have led us into. 


Tux other is this, that though there 
are the moſt evident tokens of ſome ſig- 
nal judgment of God drawing near, as 
clearly diſcernible by our knowledge ; 
as when the branches are tender, and 
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the trees put forth their leaves, we know 
by theſe ſigns, that it is ſpring, and 
that ſummer is nigh : yet, under ſuch 
evident ſigns of the times, men per- 
verſely affect blindneſs, ſaying, con- 
trary to the record of all hiſtory, as 
well as to the holy ſcriptures, *“ That 
« all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation.” Bad 
men, at the worſt of times, have taken 
on them this affected ignorance, ſooner 
than incur the enmity of the world, 
and feel the diſpleaſure of men, by 
raiſing diſguſt in “ the covetous, in 
« the proud, in the incontinent, and 
ce violent lovers of pleaſure,” and men 
of the like corrupt tempers and diſpo- 


ſitions. 


Ovs bleſſed Lord and Saviour re- 
proved the firſt of theſe errors, when he 
told his diſciples, enquiring of him, 
whether he would reſtore the kingdom 

to 
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PROPHECIES, &c. 5- 
to Iſrael, by telling them, that it was 
not for them to know the times and ſea- 
ſons, which the Father had put in his 
own power. 


Tux other our Lord rebuked in the 
Phariſees and Sadduces, whoſe ſtub- 
borneſs and perverſe blindneſs of mind 
and temper had rendered them not ſa- 
tisfied, or convinced of his coming 
from God, by thoſe frequent miracles 
that our Saviour publicly wrought, and 
who further defired of him, that“ he 
„ would ſhew them a ſign from hea- 
„ ven,” by telling them, that they 
conld diſcern foul and fair weather, 
from the uſual ſymptoms and appear- 
ances of the ſky betokenirg ſuch wea- 
ther; but they were ſuch hypocrites that 
they could not diſcern the ſigns of thoſe 
times, 
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As I propoſe to treat of, in this. 


eſſay, ſeveral of the ſtates of Chriſt's. #® 

church, as foretold in the New Teſta- 1 

® ment, more eſpecially that after a re- 4 
LR | markable period of time in Chriſt's 9 
I | kingdom, after a Millennium (that is, 9 
| a particular or determinate ſpace of a 3 
1 thouſand years) when there was the Þ} 
Il greateſt abatement and reſtraint of that 
"70 rebellious and fallen angel Satan, our ; 
lf great and bitter adverſary, and when. 
| thrones and judgment were given unto. 1 
the nations, that is, to thoſe who had f 

been converted from heatheniſm to chri- p 


ſtianity, (ſo the word tranſlated Nations. 
ſignifies, as well as Heathens) and the bleſ- 
ſed martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt were raiſed 
to live and reign with him. So I muſt, 


P n 


in order thereto, ſay ſomewhat of Chriſt's 
kingdom, and of that particular ſpace 
of it, that reign of a thouſand years, 4 
and ſome other truths, that have a con- 


nection. 
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PROPHECIES, &. 7 
nection herewith. And though theſe 
ſubjects propoſed. are no-where in holy 
ſcripture ſo expreſsly and determinately 
revealed and taught us, as in the reve- 


lation of Jeſus Chriſt, „which God 


gave unto him to ſhew unto his ſer- 


« yants things which muſt ſhortly come 
to pals,” (that is, at the giving of 
that revelation, ſoon have their begin- 
ning, and be continued on till the final 
eloſe or end of this world.) “ and. 
« which he ſent and ſignified by his 
* angel unto his ſervant John.” Tet 
I, however low and unworthy miniſter 
of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, hope that 
ſuch grace of God will be granted me 
as will enable me ſo to treat hereon, 
that what errors there are of mine in 
this eſſay or endeavour towards an ex- 


planation of theſe high and arduous 


prophecies deeply wrapt in myſtic lan- 
guage, ſhall not be of ſo very groſs and 
B 4 vile 
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vile a nature, as to contradict any of 
the principles of our holy faith in Chriſt 


Jeſus, nor any of the clear truths of hiſ- 
tory, eccleſiaſtical or civil ; nor be the. 


revival of any preſumptuous and unwar- 
rantable opinions diſcarded by the pri- 
mitive, the moſt pure and holy church 
of Chriſt, nor haye any tendency there- 
tO. 


AND to proceed, as propoſed, I ſhall 
firſt mention how that Chriſt's kingdom 


is of that nature, in all reſpects, as be- 


comes the only ſon of God, partaking 
as ſuch in the divineſt acts of the al- 


mighty power, and other the divine vir- 


tues and excellencies that are attributed 


to God the Father. 


AFTER our moſt bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour had brought about the redemp- 
tion of man from his fallen ſtate in the 


manner he did, whereby the whole crea- 


tion 
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tion of intelligent beings ſtood in the 
moſt ſtrict and awful manner ad moniſh- 
ed of their duty, and convinced of the 
juſtice, mercy, and love of God; ſoon 
after his reſurrection he declared that 
all power was given to him in heaven 
« and in earth :” and * St. Paul, ſpeak - 
ing of the glory which he had with God 
the Father as a ſon, and of his great 
condeſcenſion in the redemption of man- 
kind, ſays, that therefore ©** God hath 
e highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name, 
6 that at the name of Jeſus every knee 
*« ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and 
e things in earth, and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue ſhould 
& confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord to 
ce the glory of God the Father .“ And 
he thus deſcribes the univerſal power of 
his kingdom or dominion, ** God hath 


* Philippians. + Epheſians, 
By * 1 
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10 & ſet him at his own right-hand in he- 
Fij 4 3 — ; 
ll f „ venly places, far above all principa- 
14 Th | . | 
lf = &« lity, and power, and might and do-·q 
| | % minion, and every name that is named, 


N not only in this world, but in that 
in * which is to come, and hath put all 
11 „things under his feet, and gave him 
e to be head over all things to the 
« church.” Theſe holy ſcriptures of 
the New Teſtament, which thus ſet | 
forth the extenſiveneſs of Chriſt's king- , 

| 


dom or dominion, ſet forth the poſitive 


inſtitutes, the pure and righteous laws 
of the grace and truth of the goſpel of 1 
his kingdom, and likewiſe rules for 
order and union, the obſervance of which | 


renders men happy ſubjects of his king- 
dom, and every thing elſe which is ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute and uphold a king- 
dom. And though Chriſt's kingdom 
is not of this world, yet it is in this 
world, being every-where extended, and 

over 
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over all principalities, powers, and do- 
minions, whether in or out of his church: 
Chriſt's church is a part of and in his 
kingdom; and to make no diſtinction 
between Chriſt's church and Chriſt's 
kingdom, is a way to deceive and lead 
into groſs errors; yet ſuch falſe and de- 
ceitful doctrine hath of late years been 
very highly countenanced and moſt gree- 
dily received. Very remarkably ſo was 
a ſermon preached in the year 1717, 
which bears this title, The Nature of 
the Kingdom or Church of Chriſt :? 
The very title of which ſermon, upon - 
the leaſt recollection, cannot but be per- 
ceived to be a groſs and flat contradic- 
tion to the doctrine of the New Teſta- 
ment; for it is moſt expreſs therein, that 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour's king- 
dom is univerſal every-where here on 
earth as well as elſewhere ; neither will 
it end otherwiſe than in part, as all that 

part 
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part of it which he exerteth in oppoſi- 


tion to wicked men and revolted an- 
gels, all that hath reference to ſuch en- 
mities and oppoſitions, when ſuch ene- 


mies ſhall be entirely put down by being 


brought on to their laſt ſtate, ** then 
© cometh the end when he ſhall have 
& delivered up the kingdom to God, 
© even the Father; when he ſhall have 
« put down all rule, authority, and 


% power, for he mult reign till he hath 


« put all things under his feet.“ But 
this 1s not to be deemed at ſuch time 
any the leaſt diminut. on of his rule, au- 
thority, and power, or whatever excel- 
lency he had with God the Father as his 
only ſon before the world was, This is 
no more diminution thereof than his 
laying aſide his prieſtly office of offering 
up our prayers and praiſes, and inter- 


ceding for us at the throne of God; 
when the end for which he was or- 


dained 


7 
42 

- 

N 73 
* 


FROPHECITES Kc. 


dained our high prieſt ſhall be com- 
pleted; when this world, the appointed 
place of trial, ſhall have been continued 
on ſo long, that there is no more to be 
added to the number of his faithful ones, 
but the whole number of God's elect, 
out of thoſe many called, ſtands com- 
pleted and united unto God the Father 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Sa- 
viour; then ſhall ceaſe every part and 
branch of his mediatorſhip ; for a me- 
diator is not a mediator of one, but be- 
tween thoſe that are at variance; which 
ends when they are united : but ſuch 
end can never in the leaſt be any dimi- 
nution of the power, glory, and honour 
which a mediator had before he took 
that office on him. 


We may ſee from this how and in 
what reſpects Chriſt's kingdom muſt 
have its end; fo we may ſee now (if 

we 
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we duly and attentively look to the pro- 
phecies of the New Teſtament) -ſeveral 
events in the kingdom of Chriſt come to 
paſs as they are foretold therein. 


% Gop * having at ſundry times, and 


e in divers manners, ſpake in time paſt 


« unto the fathers by the prophets, at 


<« Jaſt ſpoke unto men by his ſon whom 


he had appointed heir of all things, 


« by whom alſo he made the world, 


«who is the brightneſs: of his glory, 


e and the expreſs image of his perſon ; 
% who upholdeth all things by the word 
« of his power.” This laſt ſpeaking, 
this prophetic office of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt 
be fully complete and worthy of the Son 
of God, and is adapted not to particular 
but to all ages, and to all circumſtances 


of the world, cloſing and ending all 


A 


prophecy. 
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PROPHECIES, &c. 18 
Tk infinite wiſdom of God, to 1 
all · diſcerning fight the ſucceſſion of all 
ages lieth open, and under whoſe di- 
rection are both the light that diſcovers, 
and the eye that ſees certainly knoweth 
beſt how much and how far his will 
ſhould ſtand diſcovered or revealed to 
man through every age of the world ; 
and the ways of God are at all times to 
be vindicated over all his works; not 
only when he diſcovers, in the moſt clear 
and ſtrongeſt manner,. the bleſſed and 
comfortable truths of his moſt gracious 
will in man's redemption, by the influ- 
ence of his heavenly light on the hearts 
of men, open and pliant to receive the 
dictates of his Holy Spirit ; but when he 
gives them eyes that they ſee it. not, and 
ears that they hear 1t not, 


FURTHERMORE, the time that is now 
paſt ſince our Lord's coming here on 
earth, 
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earth, and what hath come to paſs in his 


kingdom in theſe laſt days, the days 


under the diſpenſation of the goſpel now 
ſo far gone and ſpent, doth afford us 


this great advantage in proof of the di- 


vine authority of chriſtianity, that we 
may ſee how prophecy doth and will 
attend it to the end of the world, if 
we look on what things are already come 
to paſs, according as foretold by the 
prophecies of the New Teſtament ; and 
what greater advantage than this in re- 


ſpe& of prophecies had they who were 


moſt bleſſedly inſtrumental in preaching 
the goſpel of the kingdom of heaven ? 
They had not a full, complete, and de- 
terminate ſight hereof ; but only a pro- 
ſpect full of aſſurance and certainty on 
God's part, and of hope and expectancy 
on man's part. Our Lord a little be- 


fore his crucifixion foretold to his diſci- 


ples ſeveral events, which ſhould come 
to 
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to paſs in his kingdom within a ſmall 
ſpace of time, telling them, that even 
that generation of which they made a 
part, ſhould not paſs away till all thoſe 
# things ſhould be fulſilled: the events 
Z which he foretold ſhould enſue were theſe, 
wars, rumour of wars, nation riſing up 
Þ againſt nation, famines, peſtilences, and 
; | earthquakes; cautioning his diſciples, 
that from what ſhould then enſue theſe 
$ ſhould be but the beginning of ſorrows ; 
ſor they were then to meet with, upen 
account of being his diſciples, every- 
where all the affliction and perſecution 
that the hatred, malice, and power of 
man could invent and. execute; and 
ſuch ſad and miſerable times ſhould pro- 
duce many falſe prophets and impoſtors, 
who, from the miſery of the times, 
would take great advantages and de- 
ceive many.; yet all oppoſition ſhould 
turn to- a teſtimony of the truth of the 


goſpel, 
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goſpel, there being given by our Lord 
to his holy apoſtles a wiſdom that all. 
adverſaries were not able to gainſay and 
reſiſt: thus our Lord foretold that the 
goſpel ſhould be preached in all the 
world for a witneſs unto all nations; 
and that then ſhould come the end of 
the Jewiſh nation, and their temple and 
city be deſtroyed by the Romans ; that: 
the Jews * ſhould fall by the edge of the 
{word,. and ſhould be led away captive 
into all nations, and Jeruſalem ſhould 
be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 


That immediately after this, the powers. 


of heaven ſhould be ſhaken, and that 
this power and glory of his ſhould not 
be imperceptible, but ſeen by men; they 


ſhould have certain forebodings of it, 


their hearts ſhould fail them for fear, 
and for looking after thoſe things 


Luke xxl. 24. 
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I which were coming on the earth, that 
3 he would then gather together his elect 
from the uttermoſt part of the earth, to 
the uttermoſt part of heaven. Our bleſ- 
ſed Lord and Saviour though, in the 
continuance of this his prophecy to his 
diſciples, at laſt he mentions the final. 
and laſt day of judgment, yet foretels 
no other events in his kingdom then, 
than what were to come to pals in a ſhort- 
ſpace of time, the lateſt reaching no far- 
ther than a little time after the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem; ſo that for the pro- 
phecies of events intervening between 
that ſpace and the final end of the world, 
we muſt look for them in ſome other 
part of the New Teſtament than the 
goſpels, chiefly in the book of Revela-- 
tion, which was written ſome few years. 
after the deſtruction of the city of Jeru - 
ſalem, and is a continuance of the pro- 


phecies of Jeſus Chriſt from the laſt 
| that. 
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that he foretold to his diſciples, while 
here on earth, to the final end of the 
world, when he ſhall have come in his 
glory with all his holy angels to judge 


the quick and dead, all things being 


fulfilled. 


Wrar proceedings of Almighty God's 
providence over the works of his hands 
are revealed in the book of Revelation; 
are revealed in ſuch a manner ; ſuch 
too are the points there treated of, that 
no man, who has the leaſt ſenſe of the 
ſtate of man, will attempt to trace and 
ſcrutinize all the proceedings of Al- 
mighty God, paſt, preſent, and to come, 
there revealed to St. John, to whom 
heaven was cpened; and who in ſpirit 
faw God ſeated on his-throne in heaven, 
encircled by thoſe high and bleſſed crea- 
tures, who are admitted there into his 
all-glorious, for ever joyful and happy 
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J preſence. If we would be bleſſed in 
reading and hearing the words of this 
4 prophecy, and obſerve the things that 
: are written therein (as required) to our 
: happineſs, it 1s certain we muſt ap- 
f proach very awfully thereto in all due 
* humility; not curiouſly nor preſump- 
Z tuouſly, but diligently ſearching from 
7 theſe holy ſcriptures, for ſuch know- 
* ledge only as concerns our welfare and 
happineſs; and not ſuch knowledge as 
would lead us off to, and detain us on, 
very remote and diftant views, whether 
paſt, or future, What good could ſuch 
knowledge only do us? Is it likely to 
make us better, and ſo happier men? 
Or is the purſuit of ſuch Knowledge 
more likely to overcharge and bear us 
down? It we conſidered within what a 
ſmall ſpace of time our moſt bleſſed 
Lord limited the knowledge of his pro- 
phecies to his apoſtles, it would direct 


us 
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us to look to that knowledge which con- 
cerns us, and is required of us, and, in 
all humility, to reſt content therein. 
We may obſerve, that whenever the | 
enquiries of the holy apoſtles of our [ 
Lord tended towards forward and pre- Þ 
| ſumptuous enquiries, in ſuch caſes, his 
anſwers were mild and gentle rebukes 
and after he had told them what ſhould ? 
come to paſs, he ſays, „And now 1 5 
„have told you, before it come to paſs, 
that when it is come to paſs, ye might 
« believe *.” The incomparable Sir 
Iſaac Newton +, whoſe birth did an ho- 
Nour to this country, to whom God gave 
a deep inſight into his appointed laws 
over the material world, writing on the 
book of Revelation, makes this obſer- 
tion: The folly of interpreters has 
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St. John xiv, and 29, 


+ In his Obſervations upon Be — of 
St. John, page 15 1. 


been 


CC 
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been to foretel times and things by 
this prophecy, as if God deſigned to 
make them prophets : by this raſh- 
neſs they have not only expoſed them. 
ſelves, but brought the prophecy into 
contempt. The deſign of God was 
much otherwiſe; he gave this and the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, not 
to gratify mens curioſities, by ena- 
bling them to foreknow things, but 
that after they were fulfilled, they 
might be interpreted by the event, 
and his own providence, not the in- 
terpreters, be then maniteſted thereby 
to the world. For the event of things 
predicted many ages before, will be a 
convincing argument, that the world 
is governed by his providence.” And, 


from ſome obſervations that he made, 


he ſays, That he ſeems to gather, 


cc 


that God is about opening the my- 


* ſteries of the Revelation.” In pro- 


portion 
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portion as we obtain any inſight into f q 
the book of Revelation, the more the 
groſs blindneſs; the perverſe hardneſs of 
heart, the helliſh pride and preſumption p 
that the wretchedneſs and miſery of man's 
fall hath brought him into, doth diſ- 
cover itſelf; and the more clearly we 4 
do diſcern the wiſdom and goodneſs of $ 
God, in the manner God hath required 1 

men to read and interpret his prophecies 
by the events foretold. Yet, notwith- 2 
ſtanding this merciful care and good- 
neſs of God, ſhewn in the book of Re- 
velation, and in the manner our Lord * 4 
delivered his prophecies, to prevent the ; 
fin and folly of wretched man's pre- 
ſumption in looking after the times and I 
ſeaſons of the future events of God's 1 
providence, men regardleſs hereof have ; 
looked on the book of Revelation, as 

if there had been therein an invitation 


* Matt. xxiv. 32 to 31 of xxv. 
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4 o pry into the future proceedings of 
4 od Almighty's providence. No won- 
3 der, therefore, if men, thus proudly and 
preſumptuouſiy launching out of their 
depth, in endeavouring to take diſtant 
and large views of God's providence 
from the book of Revelation, ſhould 
loſe themſelves, and miſlead others in 
their very wild and extravagant conceits 
of ſcience, falſely ſo called. In the book 
of the Revelation cf Jeſus Chriſt, which 
God gave unto him to ſhew or declare 
unto his ſervants things which muſt 
ſhortly come to paſs (ſoon after the time 
it was given in have their beginning to 
come to paſs) men are called upon to 
hear and teceive, with the greateſt awe 
and veneration, that declaration of the 
righteous decrees of God, Thus, re- 
peatedly, after the ſtates of the ſeven 
churches of Afia were foretold, we are 
required to hear what the Spirit ſaid 
C unto 
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unto thoſe churches; and it is thus tos 
we are to hear and regard all other ſtates 
and events foretold: and accordingly, 
after another viſion was given, to ſhew 
tlungs that were to follow and ſucceed the 


fates and events in the ſeven churches, 


there was revealed, at the ſame time, 
the great and awful diſtance, that the 


moſt exalted angels and ſpirits keep; 
with what profound adoration they wor- 


ſhip before the throne of the Great Crea- 
tor ; what acknowledgment they make 
of his will, his pleaſure, and his power, 


and to whom he only granted to reveal 


or diſcover thoſe future events. Of the 
events foretold by the prophecies of the 


New Teſtament, the laſt that is paſt 


lies neareſt to our view, and an expla- 
nation of the book of Revelation that 
tends to bring this cleareſt to our ſight, 
tends to manifeſt to men the providence 
of God, and to vindicate the truth, and 
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the conſtancy, and immutability, of his 
5 gracious goodneſs and condeſcenſion to 


men; and it is to this intent, and from 


ſuch premiſſes as have been laid down 
before, that 1 ſhall try to explain the 
prophecies of the New Teſtament, re- 
4 lating to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
and the diſperſion of the Jews, to the 
fall of Rome and the Roman empire, 
4 and to the Millennium'; holding all theſe 
great events, long ago foretold, by the 


molt full and perfect prophecies of the 
New Teſtament now to have been ful- 
filled. Neither do I apprehend, that 
this doth any how, in the leaft, claſh 
with the law, or the prophets, or the 
goſpels, but is agreeable to the whole 
tenor thereof, and to the great and fun- 


damental truths of all holy ſcripture, 


that touchſtone of divine truth, by which 
the truth or falſeneſs of every doctrine is 
to be tried. 


C 2 CHAP. 
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| Grea part of the back of Revelation taken” 


up in forelelling the overthrow and end 
of the ſtate of the Jeus, and of the 
Romans. What means the Jews uſed 


10 ſupport their falling ſtate, perſecuting 


thoſe that would not join with them 
therein. A ſuppoſition of the entire end 


| of the Tewiſh late, without any reſtau- 


ration of thein thereto, net contrary to 
holy ſcripture, proved from the nature 
and dęſen of the JTewijh ſtate or the law 
and the prothets, and from the condi- 
tion of God's promiſes made to the Jews, 
IWhat St. Paul ſays of the ſaldaticn of 
of the © ws conſidered. Difference be- 
tween anc eu. Jeros and modern Jews. 
Bad cud pernicicus practices of the mo- 


4 C 2 dern 
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dern Jews, and the means required for | 

' their converſi on. It concerns chriſtians to 
form right notions of the ſtate of ſata: | 
tion 0 to the Jews. 


NN this eſſay on prophecies of the 
New Teſtament, I follow the 
opinion of Grotius, who, in his 
notes on the book of Revelation, hath 
this obſervation, © That as the Jews 
e had accuſed our Lord to the Romans, 
« who crucffied him, fo a great part of 
« the book of Revelation is taken up in 
« deſcribing and foretelling the utter 
«© overthrow and end of thoſe two ſtates 
« or kingdoms.” This obſervation of 
Grotius may be true, notwithſtanding 
the book of Revelation was written ſome 
time after the deſtruction of the city of 
Jeruſalem, for there was about the ſpace | 
of half a century from the deſtruction 


thereof to the utter overthrow and en- 
x tire 


ö PNOPHE CIES, &c 4 
: tire end of the Jewiſh ſtate; and during 
Ichis interval of time, there were ſeveral 
attempts by the hardened Jews to reco- 
| ver and continue on their ſtate curing; 
chat ſpace of time, when its: end was de- 
termined by the righteous judgment and 
will of God; and to this purpoſe, they 
frequently entered into various impious 
covenants, leagues, and aſſociations, by: 
ſuch their joinings, endeavouring to ſup- 
port their dying and expiring ſtate under 
the various perſons that their hardened 
condition gave an opportunity, of be. 
coming their leaders and governors; and 
if any perſon, leſs hardened than the ge- 
nerality of them, refuſed, from what hie 
ſaw, and apprehended to receive their 
mark of joining with them, they did 
what they could to cut him off from the 
common comforts and conveniencies of 
ſocial life. As te explaining any part 
of holy ſeripture, as admitting of the 
C 4 utter 
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utter overthrow and final deſtruction of: 
Jeruſalem, the capital of the Iſraelites, 
its remaining trodden down for ever till 
the reſtitution of all things, and an en- 


tire end of their ſtate in the Land of 
of Promiſe, without any reſtauration of 3 


them ever again thereto, is held by many 
the explaining of one part of holy ſerip- 


tur2 in contradiction. to ſome other part 
8 


thereof; therefore I ſhall here alledge 
what I apprehend proves ſuch utter end 
of the ſtate of Iſrael from the nature of 
the law, and from the prophets, and 
from the condition of the promiſes made 
to the Jews. | 


Moses “, in the molt ſolemn manner 
at the delivery of the law to the children 
of Iſrael, calling heaven and earth to wit- 
neſs, declared thus unto them, that * if 
«© they corrupted themſelves, and made 
% a graven image, or the likeneſs of any 


Deut. iv. 
= thing, 
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* thing, and did evil in the ſight of 
the Lord, that they ſhould utterly 
| <« periſh from off the land, whereunto 
1 * they went over Jordan to poſſeſs it: 
but that if when they were in tribula- 
tion, even in the latter days, if they 
& ſhould turn to the Lord their God, 
and be obedient to his voice, he would 
: & not forſake them, nor deſtroy them, 
© © nor forget the covenant of their fa- 
„ thers, - which he ſware unto them.“ 
After Moſes had thus declared the terms 
on which the Iſraelites might preſerve 
themſelves in the poſſeſſion of the land 
they paſſed over Jordan to poſſeſs, ac- 
cording to God's covenant, he then re- 
ters them to another propher, ſaying, 
* the Lord thy God will raiſe up unto ' 
* thee a prophet from the midſt of thy 
ce brethren like unto me; unto him ſhalt : 
% you hearken.” In the like manner 


all the promiſes of L0G made to the 
Cs Iſraelites 
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Ifraclites by the prophets, of reſtoring 
them to their native country from their 
ſtate of captivity, into which ten of the 
tribes, were carried firſt by Shalmanezer 
king of Aſſyria, and afterwards the re- 
maining part of them, the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, by Nebuchadnezzar king 
"of Babylon, were conditional. What 
promiſes there are in the Old Teſtament 
made to the Jews, that are temporal in 
their literal ſenſe, have either been made 
| good to them already, or elſe they have 
rendered themſelves incapable of receiv- 
ing them: according to God's promiſes, 
it is with nations of men, as with indi- 
vidual perſons; for as © when the wicked 
% man turneth away from his wicked- 
& neſs that he hath committed, and 
« doeth that which is lawful and right, 
&« he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive;” fo na- 
tions of men, if they are not for their 
public offences ſmitten in vain, if they 
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do not then harden and delight. them- 
ſelyes. in, their own ways, but turn unto 
the Lord their God with all their heart; 
ſuch nations ſave themſelves from pub- 
lic ruin and deſtruction : : God will eſta- 
bliſh them in righteouſneſs, he will bleſs 
them in their riches, their frugality, theis 
trade, their induſtry, and wall reinſtate 
them in the honour, the peace, and the 
proſperity, becoming, renowned nations, | 
and- not cut them ſhort thereof, not di- 
rect thoſe means which ſhould be for 
their welfare to be an . occaſion of their - 
falling. Of this his manner of pro- 
ceeding. with nations, God commanded - 
his prophet Jeremiah to acquaint the 
houſe of Iſrael, : ſaying, * At what in- 
e ſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck. 
« jt up, and to pull down and to de- 
_«-ſtroy it, if that nation againſt whom 


* Jeremiah xviit. 


„ have 
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have pronounced turn from their evil, 
e I'will repent of the evil that! thought 
« to do unto them: and at what in- 
« ſtant I ſpeak concerning a nation, and 
e concerning a kindom to build, and to 
« plant it, if it do evil in my ſight, 
« that it obey not my voice, then I will 
tc repent of the good, wherewith I ſaid 
& J would benefit them.” Thus the 
ſame perverſe refuſing to hear the voice 
of God, which was the cauſe of the Jews 
being ſent into captivity, did keep the 
ten tribes captives, diſperſed and driven 
from their country, till a better reſtaura- 
tion for them, and for others, did take 
place, till that new and better covenant 
made with the houſe of Iſrael, and with 
the houſe of Judah, eſtabliſhed on better 
promiſes, was come; that theſe ten 
tribes of Iſrael, a ſtate that had fo long 
and grievouſly offended God, did not 
return into the Land of Promiſe, and 
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become one with Judah, according to 
God's purpoſe of gathering them toge- 
ther, and making them one kingdom 
again: but their continuing to neglect, 
and refuſe thoſe opportunities, that he 
graciouſly, according to his promiſes, 
afforded them, or otherwiſe defeating. 
and intercepting ſuch their reſtauration, 
is not in the leaſt any impeachment of 
the truth of God's gracious promiſes, or 
ſhews the leaſt mutability in God in his 
gifts and calling, becauſe he will not 
ſuffer an entire abuſe of his patience, or 
any how claſhes with any of his divine 
perfections. The tender mercies of God 
are at all times over all his works, and 
when extraordinary mercies are promiſed 
or granted unto any people, he will at 
no time ſuffer ſuch his mercies to be- 
come fond and partial indulgences to 
them; but his infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs conſtantly directs them to one point 

| of 


2 


of univerſal love. Thus much God Al. 
mighty hath moſt ſolemnly declared that 
the * ſeed of Iſrael ſhall not ceaſe 
«from being a nation before him for 
«ever; and that if heaven above can 


«© be meaſured, and the foundations of 


3 


« the earth ſearched out beneath, he 


« will caſt off all the ſeed of Iſrael, for 


« all that they have done.” Now at 


this time the deſcendents of Iſrael are 
kept a nation or people in a- moſt mira- 
culous manner, when diſperſed and ſcat- 


tered for ſo long a time: that length of 
time hath made this doing of the Lord 
very marvellous; and the holy apoſtle 
St. Paul + ſpeaks thus of the ſalvation 


of the Jews; «+ Hath God caſt away 


his people? God forbid.” He ſhews 
how they are not caſt away, by inſtancing 
in himſelf z and after ſaying every thing 
that could gain upon, and contribute 


® Jeremiah xxx. 36. t Romans xi. 


toward - 
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toward the converſion of his country- 
men, ſhewing how earneſtly it was his 
heart's deſire and prayer to God that 
they might be ſaved, bearing them 
„this record (that they were not luke- 
warm, and indifferent, but) „that they 
had a zeal of God, but not according 
« to knowledge;“ pointing out ta them 
their miſtake, and what .they ſtumbled 
at from the words of their moſt eſteemed 
prophets, and guarding againſt and ſup- 
preſſing every kind of oſſence, that might 
ſpring from any reproach or inſult to- 
wards them in Gentiles converted to the 
faith : then ſays thus to ſuch converted 
Gentiles, <* I would not, brethren, that 
« ye ſhould be ignorant of this myſtery 
„ (leſt you ſhould be wiſe in your own 
e conceit) that blindneſs in part is hap- 
« pened unto Iſrael, until the fulneſs of 
© the Gentiles be come in, and fo alt 
4 Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; as it is written, 
E N * there 
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there ſhall come out of Sion the deli- 
verer, and ſhall turn away ungodli- 


neſs from Jacob; for this is my co. 
venant with them, when I ſhall take 
away their fins: As concerning the 
goſpel, they are enemies for your 
ſake : but, as touching the election, 
they are beloved for their father's 
ſake; for the gifts and. calling of God 
are without repentance, For as ye in 
times paſt have not believed God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through 
their unbelief, even ſo have theſe alſo 
now not believed, that through your 
mercy, they alſo may obtain mercy ; 
for God hath concluded all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all.“ 


Tux reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
the firſt chriſtian emperor, and an empe- 
ror of no leſs ſtate than that of Rome, 
and the circumſtances during that age, 
hath been looked upon by ſome, parti- 


cularly 
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[- cularly by Grotius, to be the fulneſs of 
che Gentiles, alluded to by the apoſtle ;. 
and this hath appearance of probabi- 
lity on its fide : for, upon fo great an 
emperor's embracing the chriſtian faith, 
of courſe a ſulneſs of the Gentiles did 
come in; and this at a time when the 
| Jews had ſeen chriſtianity ſtruggling 
| with, but prevailing over the greateſt 
oppolitions and perſecutions poſſible, 
& while their ſtate had ſunk down and lain 
| for a conſiderable time in entire ruin : 
nor could it be raiſed and reſtored by 
| all the means the emperor Julian was 
incited to uſe to that purpoſe, out of 
hatred to the chriſtian religion. But po- 

ſitively and abſolutely to determine and 
limit thus the promiſe of the ſalvation 
of the Jews from ſuch-like probabilities. 
is preſumption, and the being wiſe in 

our own conceits; thqugh none, I be- 

lieve, can aſſign a more probable time 
for 
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for their great call propheſied of by St. 
Paul than the time of Conſtantine. And 
it muſt be owned, that there is a very. 
conſiderable difference between the caſe 
of the ancient Jews and the caſe of the 
modern Jews: the ancient Jews had 


had a law immediately revealed and diſ- 
penſed to them from heaven; their ſpe- 


cial and particular kind of government 
had been glorified with ſome tokens of 
the glorious: preſence of God in their 


temple, the place where he had choſe to 
place his name : and though they were 
ſunk from their glorious ſtate at our 
Saviour's time, . and become. a province 
to-Rome, yet the ſceptre had not long 
departed from Judah, and they expected 


and looked for redemption at that time 
in Jeruſalem, according to the predic- 


tions of their prophets; but their ex- 
pectancy of redemption was from this 


their ſtate, and of their being re- inſtated 


n 


5 PROPHECHIES,:&. 4% 
Y in their -ncient privileges and glory, 
wich high and additional advantages, 


by the victorious army of a Meſſiah 3- 


and this generally was the great and 
Nutmoſt object of their wiſhes: 


* 


Few minds could diſcern beyond this 
narrow proſpect, ſo thick a darkneſs hath 
the fall caſt on the mental eye of man, 
intercepting his ſight of good, ſpiritual 
and heavenly; and nothing could be 
more unacceptable and unpopular to the 
Jews; nothing that they were more likely 
to receive with ſcorn and deteſtation than 
1 our Lord and Saviour his declaring him 
ſelf the expected Meſſiah, in whom they 
ſaw not the leaſt appearance of accom-- 
pliſhing what they had fixed in their 
narrow and dark minds, to be the pur- 
poſe and intent of a Meſſiah's coming. 


Tux circumſtances adapted and fitted. 
by the infinite wiſdom of Almighty God, 


0. 
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to introduce and ſet on foot Chriſt's ſpi- 


ritual kingdom among men, appeared to 


the Jews.*, thus prejudiced, moſt un- 
likely, and improper for the redemption 


of Iſrael from under the Romans. And | 


it is not in the leaſt ſtrange, that the 
doctrine of the goſpel, the preaching 
Chriſt crucified, ſhould be a ſtumbling- 


block to them, hard and difficult to be 


removed, through this their deep-rooted 
prejudice. 


Ir the power and wiſdom of God, in 


man's redemption, appeared fooliſhneſs 
to the Greeks, it could not appear other- 


wiſe than a rock of offence to the Jews, 


thus. prejudiced through their conceited- 
nels and pride. This was the caſe of 


the ancient Jews, As to the modern. 


Jews, it muſt be owned, that there is 
too much ground to ſupport theſe and 
inch-like ſevere and bitter characters and 


St. John x1. 


de- 
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45 
Leſeriptions given of them; that “* they 


have been long, as we ſee them now 
to be, partly for the vanity of their 
conceits, partly for the baſeneſs of 
their minds and manners, and partly 
alſo for the wretchedneſs of their con- 
dition, the icoin and obloquy of all 
nations.” That they ſwarm moſt 


in Turkey; for the grand vizier, and 
other baſhaws, have commonly ſome 


Jew for their counſellor or ſpy, who 
informs them of the ſtate of chriſtian 
princes, poſſeſſes them of a hatred of 
the chriſtian religion, and ſo incenſes 
to a war againſt them; that they are 
accounted the ſubtileſt and moſt fub- 
dolous people upon earth ; and the 
reaſon why, 1s their often captivities, 


their deſperate fortunes (being ex- 


* Barrow's ſermon on the imperfection of the | 
Jewiſk religion. 


+ Howel, in a letter to the lord Clifford. 


« tremely 


— — 
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* tremely rich or extremely poor) the ne. 

* ceſſity and hatred to which they bare] 1 
been habituated; that, by their pro. f | 
feſſion, they are for the moſt pan 
4+ -brokers, and, by that baſe and ſervie 
vc way of frippery trade, grow rich, 2 | 
* whereſoever they neſt themſelves,” 3 
That they are 4 hated in all parts of 3 ; 
„the Turks dominions, becauſe em- 
-<6 ployed as publicans, in gathering and I 
% jnhancing the public tributes, which : 
they exact with all ſeverity as may be,. 


* 


and improve unto the moſt; and rof 3 
«leſs hated in all parts of the chriſtian ji 
4 world, as enemies to the croſs of | 1 


* Chriſt.” 


Bur what appears moſt to evidence the - 
perverſeneſs and hardheartedneſs of the : 
modern Jews, is the great length of time 
chat they have been kept in the ſtate the 
are in: and this ſtrange circumſtance of 


* * Heylin's Coſmography, 


thei I 
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bl, theirs not having prevailed more over 
them to their converſion, it being now 
above one thouſand ſeven hundred years 
go fince the crucifixion, of our Lord, 
3 hen the popular and hypocritical judge 
: Pontius Pilate, apprehending that his art 
E and cunning could not prevail to ſave in- 
IT nocent blood, and appeaſe a tumult made 
by the Jews, ſhed (urged thereto by the 
artful inſinuation of the Phariſees and 
Lawyers, thoſe corrupt guides, whoſe au- 
thority managed the noiſe and clamour 
of the blind multitude) the moſt inno- 
cent blood of our Saviour, to appeaſe 
their tumult; and, formally taking water 
and waſhing his hands before the multi- 
tude, ſaid, I am innocent of the blood 
« of this juſt perſon, ſee you to it;“ 
thus, hypocrite like, vainly endeavour- 
ing to waſh the guilt hereof off from him- 
ſelf on the wretched people, ſeeing them 
ready to receive it: ever fince which 
time, 
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time, the Jews have been a nation in 
tribulation ; their capital was ſoon de- þ | 
ſtroyed, and they diſperſed, according 2 
to our Lord's prophecy of them : and, 9 
during all this time, whoſoever hath en- 'Y 


deavoured to take them out of theſe cir. Ml 


cumſtances, have endeavoured ſo to do 4 
in vain. And this miracle appears the 2 
more ſurpriſing, when we conſider by 
what powerful and ſubtile men it hath 2 
been attempted for two inſtances hereof, 1 
let the attempt made by Julian the apo- 4 
ſtate, and that made by the rebel and 


uſurper Oliver Cromwell, ſerve, who 
formed a deſign of ſettling the Jews in 
this nation, and treated with them for 

this purpoſe ; for he was ſenſible that 
the chriſtian religion is as much againft 


uſurpers as againſt tyrants: but the de- 


ſign was violently oppoſed in thoſe days 
of his uſurpation; and it proved then, 
like all attempts to this purpoſe, vain; 

1 and 
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and he could do nothing in it, notwith- 


ſtanding the cunning and dexterity he 


had in making a religious pretence to a 
deluded and infatuated people, ſerve 
any purpoſe he had in view. 


Ir is certain, from the part that the 
Jews acted in our Lord's crucifixion, 
and from the prophecies that are againſt 
them, that no mildneſs, no_ univerſal 
benevolence enjoined us (notwithſtanding 
what any perſon may ſpeak, or may preach 
in proſtitution and perverſion of the moſt 
perfect, wiſe, and righteous laws of chri- 
ſtianity, thereby, in fact, aiding apoſtates, 
cunningly and covertly to oppoſe chri- 
ſtianity) nor no other quality or property 
of the chriſtian virtue charity obliges 
or permits any chriſtian country ever to 
receive Jews upon the footing of their 
natural born ſubjects. 


D 'THESE 
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THresE people being ſuch a nation as 
they are, is owing to their own obſtinacy, | 
now much aggravated by length of time; 
and this one circumſtance peculiar to if 
them, * their lateſt poſterity continuing 
a people ſeparate and diſtinct from the ö 
« people that naturalizes them,“ never 4 
gives them the leaſt pretenſion to any ; 
thing more, than their being protected 5 
and defended by the laws of a country | 
as foreign ſubjects, or ſtrangers in a 
country. A ſtedfaſtneſs in the chriſtian . 
faith, a behaviour in chriſtians that be- | 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt towards Jews 7 
(their ſtate and caſe conſidered) is the : 
means required to be uſed by us towards : 
bringing them into the fold of Chriſt's 
church, that they may be of the remnant I 
of the true Iſraelites; and while we ſhew | 
a generous love of their perſons, and a | 
pity of their caſe, we are to ſhew a juſt ab- 
horrence of the crimes they are addicted 

tO: 
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to: and a practice and behaviour towards 
them, that would ſhew the reverſe of 
this, is as likely means to prevail to- 
wards their converſion as it is of doing 
any people good. We may, and ought, 
in humble confidence to hope, that now, 
ſo long as the world ſhall laſt, no part, 
at leaſt no part of Chriſtendom, once 
great and glorious, ſhall ever become ſo 
loſt and abandoned, as to join with Jews, 
be ſuch partakers and partners with 
them, as to fall into and continue in 
their iniquitous ways of uſury, brokerage 
and couſenage, and other ſuch their abo- 
minable practices, tending directly to 
the ruin of thoſe countries where they 
carry on their uſurious trade of lending 
their money, by drawing and draining 
the ſubſtance of the moſt induſtrious and 
uſeful part of mankind to pay the in- 
tereſt of thoſe immenſe ſums they have 
ready to lend, and which they are cun- 

D 2 ning 
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ning and ſkilful to take every oppor- 
tunity and ſeaſon to make uſurious gains 


of. 


; Wuzn very great, flagrant, and de- 
ſtructive inſtances hereof come to be felt E 
by a people, they are not borne but by S 
means of a corrupt army, void of al] 3 
ſenſe of true or chriſtian honour ; en- 
tirely mercenary and laviſh; part al- 
lured by mercenary rewards, and part 
driven by the ſevereſt, the moſt abject, 
and flaviſh Kinds of puniſhment : ſuch 
an army is a rod in the hands of our 
Lord, the only and eternal ſon of God, 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the Lord 
of Hoſts in heaven and on earth, who is 
gone forth conquering and to conquer, 
till the laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroyed, 
and who never ſuffers ſuch means of 
puniſhment to prevail, where a people 
are corrigible by milder. 


MiLToN 


Milrox acknowledces this, notwith- 


manner thereto in joining with the grand 
rebel and uſurper Cromwell, that % it 
« is not wrong, but right and juſtice, 
« and ſome due cauſe annexed, that de- 
prives a people of their outward li- 


been obſerved of the ſecond or inſtru- 
mental cauſes of a people's ruin, that a 
corrupt clergy hath acted the firſt part, 
corrupt lawyers the ſecond part, and a 


two ſorts of princes or governors that 
conſtantly have, and ever will have, oc- 
caſion for ſtanding armies, tyrants to 


ſupport them in poſſeſſion of the uſurped 
powers; and, when they have drained 


their ſtanding armies, they will then 


force the people into perſonal ſervice: 
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WT ſtanding he acted in ſuch a contradictory 


« berty, their inward loſt.” It hath 


corrupt army the Jaſt; and there are 


back their lawleſs wills, and uſurpers to 
the purſes of the people in keeping up 


D 3 ſuch 
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ſuch armies have been the ſecond or in- 
ſtrumental cauſes of depriving a people 
of liberty, in every country that hath 
been deprived of its liberty ; but have 


never prevailed, but where the fins ard 


iniquitous practices of a people have not 
firſt prevailed. The fins of a people 
are the original debts that lay the foun- 
dation of their ruin : liberty, like peace, 
is the gift of God; though none are ſo 
apt to prate, write about, and boaſt of 
liberty, as infidels, the ſlaves of ſin and 


of this world, 


WHEREVER Jews meet with a pre- 
ference before other foreigners, and a 
partial favour is ſhewn them, it muſt be 


owing (where a direct and profeſſed 


hatred and averlion to chriſtianity doth 
not prevail) to covctouſneſs, that root 
of all evil, both public and private 
they being fit inſtruments to ſet up and 
carry 


L £ 3 0 
. r 85 5 2 r 25 8 » 
4 SF" 105 WWW 3$* 9. Rr 2 w% 


o 
A 
2 
Ty 
* 
2 
. 
"= 
uh 
e 
5 
wo 


PROPHECIES, &c. 53 


carry on ſchemes, jobbs, and projects, 
and to lay baits, and, by lending their 
money, to ſet the leading men of cor- 
| W rupt times on concerting all ways and 
3 means of drawing the ſubſtance of in- 
W duſtrious perſons to themſelves, to rich 
Jews, and co thoſe of a Jew-like diſpo- 
ſition. 


Ir chriſtians would not run themſelves 
into great inconveniencies, and groſs ab- 
ſurdities and fables, in relation to Jews, 
they ſhould form right notions of the 
ſtate of redemption offered Jews by the 
= covenant of the New Teſtament ; the 
offer thereby is, that they are to be 
grafted into the body of Chriſt's church 
as other men; it is ſo all Iſrael ſhall be 
ſaved: the Deliverer that came out of 
Sion, who died for the fins of the whole 
world, turns away ungodlinefs from 
Jacob as from other men, upon the 

D 4 better - 
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better promiſes of the New Teſtament ; 
the perfection of which leaves no room 
for the ſetting up and re-eſtabliſhing the | 
promile of the former, in reſpect of re- 
ſtoring them to their country and city in 
the land of an earthly Canaan. 


Ly every chriſtian believe and hope 
the beft of the ſtate of the ſalvation f 
the Jews, only let the hope conceived . 
of their manner of converſion be within 
- bounds conſiſtent with the tenor and I 
perfection of the New Teſtament, which 
. moſt expreſly ſetteth forth, that with 
Chriſt Jeſus there is no more any par- 
tial reſpect of nations of men than of the 
conditions and ſtates of men, all are one 
in Chriſt Jeſus; with him there is nei- 
ther Jew nor Greek that are partially 
preferred the one before the other in their 
redemption from death to an immortal 
life in heaven, the- only appointed place 
885 | of 
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Hof mens perfect peace and joy; and, in 
WE thcic paſſage to which, this world, thro' 
3 all the times of its. continuance, is & 
F place of trial, of trouble, and of dif- 
F ficulty, where the worth of men is tried 
by the manner they endure the afflictions 
chat are upon them, as gold is tried and 
purified. by the fire, It is impoſſible 
that offences ſhould not come in this 
world; the times of great offences are 
called unhappy times, and the times of 
little offences happy times. All the 
holy apoſtles, whenever they ſpeak of 
the New Teſtament, or covenant of the 
laſt days, and of that age or time, never 
ſpeak of any exemption from this ap- 
pointed courſe of the world, nor in any | 
ſuch manner as leaves the leaſt room to 
believe that the former, or Old Teſta- 
ment, or covenant, would be any-how 
or in part revived and reſtored ; but the 
direct contrary, ſhewing how that diſ- 
n penſatior 
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penſation was come to its end, and under 
the new and everlaſting covenant how all . 
things were become new, and the New. 
Jeruſalem that is to be is not of this 4 
world, but reſerved in heaven for the 
Iſrael of God, who doth account them, 
which are of faith, for a ſeed, and bleſ- 1 
ſeth them with faithful Abraham. 


Tux preſent diſperſed ſtate of the Jews 

is ſuch a ſtate that we ought to look on 

it with admiration ; for their continuing 
diſperſed in the manner they are is a 

great and ſurpriſing miracle, and ſo con- 
trary to all hiſtory, that, had they con- | 

tinued kept ſo diſperſed but a quarter of 

the time, it had been a miracle: and 

this ſad reverſe to their former ſtate, 

this moſt remarkable affliction upon the 

children or poſterity of thoſe people, 

who preferred an infamous robber and 

murderer before our Saviour, and called 

down the ſhedding of his blood on their 

| F 
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poſterity, is to be numbered among thoſe 
miraculous proofs, that are ſufficient to 
convert men unto, or confirm them in, 
the chriſtian faith. 


Hap the ten tribes been reſtored 
from their captivity, during any time of 
their ſtate before the laſt days, and been 
made one with Judah under ſome fa- 
mous Jewiſh prince, then the reſtoration 

deſigned the Jews had not been com- 
1 plete, but only thereby faintly ſnadowed. 

4 Theſe, and ſuch- like prophecies, 5* * Be- 
1 „hold the days come, faith the Lord, 
= < that I will raiſe unto David a righ- 
„ teous branch, and a King ſhall reign, 
and proſper, and ſhall execute judg- 
ment and juſtice in the earth: in his 

days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael 
ſhall dwell ſafely. And this is his 
% name whereby he ſhall be called, the 


4 


* 


* 


* Jeremiah xxiii. 
Lord 
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e behold the days come, ſaith the Lord, 


e that they ſhall no more ſay, The Lord 1 
“ liveth, which brought up the chil. 3 
« dren of Iſrael out of the land oi TE 
Egypt; but the Lord liveth which 
22 brought up, and which led the ſeed 2 
of the houſe of Iſrael out of the north F | 
country, and from all countries, whi- 1 
6. ther 1 had driven them, and they 4 


* 


* 


ſhall dwell in their own land,” were 
not fulfilled, or completely perfected, z 
until our Lord, after his triumphant aſ- 
cenſion, had ſent his angels, his apoſtles, 
who, by the ſound of their doctrine, 
gathered together his ele& from the four 
winds, from the one end of heaven to 
the other; when he gathered together 
in one the children of God that were 
ſcattered abroad; when the Iſrael on 
earth were thus called and ſummoned to 
be fellow- citizens with the Iſrael in hea- 
ven, 
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ven, through the Lord their righteouf- 
neſs, for their redemption thereto; when 
it was fully diſcloſed, that thoſe that 
walked in the ſteps of that faith of Abra- 
ham which he had, being yet uncircum- 
ciſed, were heirs of the immortal life 
expreſsly brought to light by the goſpel, 
and accounted. for a ſeed; when many 
ſhould come from the eaſt and from the 
weſt, and ſhould find the place, the 
land, the country of their reſt, ſafety, 
and happineſs, in the kingdom of hea- 
ven, with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. 


ST. Paul ſpeaking of this, and the 
ſtate of the Jews in his time, ſaith, 
« Have they not heard? Yes, verily, 
« their ſound, the ſound of them that 
<«« preached the goſpel of the kingdom 
<« of heaven, went into all the earth, 
« and their words unto the ends of the 
« world;” and proves from Moſes and 
from Eſaias, that this converſion of the 

Gentiles 


2 
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Gentiles to the goſpel of the kingdom 
of heaven was a means to the Jews to 9 
know that the kingdom of heaven was J | 
come, and an extraordinary call to in- 3 g 
cite them to enter therein. He declares 9 | 
to them, thar, during all the day long, 4 
or the whole time of their paſt ſtate, I : 
they had been a diſobedient and gain- A | 
ſaying people: and it is contrary to this, A 
as well as to the whole tenor of the 3 
goſpel, to confound a call of the Jews 3 
from any fulneſs of the Gentiles, with a 
reſtoration of them from captivity, pro- 95 
miſed them in the former days of ju- 
daiſm. 


Wurar great kindneſs, mercy, fa- 
vour, was continued on unto them after 
the day of their ſtate was over, may be 
ſeen from the manner in which our 
Lord enjoined his apoſtles to- preach 
the goſpel of the kingdom of heaven: 


but, when he laments the paſt unſucceſs- 
fulneſs 
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1 fulneſs of their ſeveral calls, he declares 
1 their deſolation or ruin as a nation to 
oe laſting, till they ſhould ſay, * Bleſ- 
n. 1 « ſed is he that cometh in the name 
4 1 « of the Lord:” a duration ſure not 
less than until the reſtitution of all 
BS things, till all things ſhall be fulfilled, 

ann che end of this world, or theſe laſt 
| 2 days. 


Matt. xxiii. 
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CHAP; III. 


2 fall of Reme the fourth monarchy , 
the Millennium ſucceeds it. Conccit of 
Chriſt's church not being militant here 
on earth during the Millennium an error, 
proved from what the apcſiles have de- 
clared to be the ſtate of this world, and 
3 of the laſ days of it, and from the 
= <ords of the prophecy in which the Mil- 
lennium is foretold. The ſtate of Chriſt's. 
church after the Millennium. Article of 
religion againſt the Millenarians in 1552. 


: | KK $+þ 3 HE. deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
LIES 

g + the capital of the Jews, and 

the end of their ſtate, being 

W conlidered of, the next thing to be ob- 


ſerved 
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ſerved is the fall of Rome and the Ro- 
man empire. 


Wx are informed in the book of Re- 
velation *, that upon the righteous judg- 
ment of God againſt Rome, * that great 
city which reigned over the kings of 
&« the earth, and which was drunk with 


« the blood of ſaints} and the martyrs 


of Jeſus,” the inhabitants of heaven 
praiſed and glorified the Lord. our God: 
and that likewiſe there was a further 


invitation to joy and gladneſs, and. the 


giving honour unto God, upon account 


of the better and happier days that 
ſhould enſue to the church of Chhtiſt, 


which had endured ſuch ſevere perſecu- 


tions under ſome of the Roman empe- 


rors. i ben there follows * glotious 


dc/cription of the power, rule, and g0- 
verninent of Jefus Chriſt the Son of God, 


Chap. xviii. and xix. 


the 
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the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; 
and then St. John introduces the Re- 
velation of the Millennium, or a reign 
of a thouſand years, a government or 
reign that the prophet Daniel had ſo ex- 
preſsly foretold ſhould ſucceed after the 
fourth or Roman empire; during the 
continuance whereof, for ſo it is revealed 
by the prophecy of our Lord, the power 
of the chiefeſt, or prince of the adver- 
ſaries of mens ſalvation and happineſs, 
ſhould be ſo limited and confined, that 
he ſhould deceive the nations, or people 
converted to the chriſtian faith, no more 
till the thouſand years ſhould be fulfilled : 
aftes that, he muſt be looſed for a little 
ſeaſon. © 


#+Y x . a ” 
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Various have been the opinions of 
men concerning this reign of a thouſand 
yeazs ; they have generally applied cer- 
tain paſſages of the Old Teſtament, pro- 
pheſying of the bleſſed, and happy, and 

£ great 
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great effect, that the doctrines of the 
goſpel of our Lord ſhould at ſome times 
ſarpriſingly introduce among men con- 
verted to chriſtianity to the whole of this 
thouſand years: but there is no autho- 
rity to be collected from holy ſcripture 
for ſuch an application of theſe prophe- 
cies, but the contrary from the New 
Teſtament; for this would make man's 
ſtate here on earth not a ſtate of trial 
as therein ſet forth; Chriſt's church here 
on earth, for the ſpace of a thouſand 
years, not militant, as it is held to be 
by the church of England, but trium- 


Pphant on earth. But the miſtake in 


thus applying theſe prophecies will ap- 


pear by conſidering the ſtate and courſe 


of this world, as it is moſt expreſsly 


and clearly ſet forth in the New Teſta- 


ment by our Lord's apoſtles : 


< In the laſt days (ſays St. Paul the 


<6 apoſtle) perilous times ſhall come 
| 4% for 
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« for men ſhall be lovers of their own 
« ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſ- 
„ phemers, diſobedient to parents, un- 
| « thankful, unholy, without natural 
« affection, truce-breakers, falſe accu- 


« ſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of 
WW © thoſe that are good, traytors, heady, 


| © high-minded, lovers of pleaſure more 
than lovers of God, having a form 
* of godlineſs, but denying the power 
thereof.“ And the ſame apoſtle ſays, 
„There muſt be hereſfies.” And St. 
John ſays, that the whole world lies in 
| wickedneſs, and uſes it as a proof to 
know that it was the laſt time, becauſe 
that there were many antichriſts ; and 
St, Peter ſays, that in the laſt days 
there ſhall come ſcoffers, queſtioning 
our Lord's coming, and affirming 
that all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation.“ 
And St, James deſcribes the courſe of 

this 
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this world to be ſuch, that “ whoſo wil 
ebe a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God:“ and St. Jude ſays, that * in 
« the laſt days there ſhould be mockery, 
„ who ſhould walk after their own un- 
“ godly lufts.” 


Tux holy apoſtles of our Lord ſpeak 
not only thus of the evil of this world, 
but in a manner affording no ground to 
think that the laſt days or age thereof 
would laſt long ; when there was a pro- 
phecy given of a duration of theſe days, 
it was expreſſed in myſtic terms not to 
be interpreted but in proceſs of time and 
by the event. 


Tux general prophecies of our Lord's 
apoſtles were by divine wiſdom not di- 
rected to any particular part of the laſt 
days or age, but were adapted to the 
whole, requiring men at all times ſo to 


watch and pray, as thoſe who lived in 
ex- 
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expectation either of the diſſolution of 
the world, or elſe of their own here, in 
releaſement from the troubles of this 
world, 


71 


As the doctrine of the holy apoſtles 
concerning the ſtate and courle of this 

world declares againſt a triumphant ſtate 
| of Chriſt's church here on earth, ſo the 
words of the book of Revelation, in 
which this reign of a thouſand years is 
foretold, do not imply ſuch ſtate of 
Chriſt's church here on earth; the words 
are theſe, I (faith St. John) ſaw an 
angel come down from heaven, hav- 
ing the key of the bottomleſs pit and 
* a great chain in his hand; and he 
laid hold on the dragon, that old ſer- 
« pent, which is the devil and ſatan, 
* and bound him a thouſand years, and 
e caſt him into the bottomleſs pit, and 
« ſet a ſeal upon him, that he ſhould 
* deceive the nations, (or Gentiles con- 


verted 
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e yerted to the faith) no more till the 
„ -thouſand years ſhould be fulfilled, and 
after that he muſt be looſed a little 
« ſeaſon : and I ſaw thrones, and they 
« ſat upon them, and judgment was 
« given unto them; and ] ſaw the ſouls 
of them that were beheaded for the 
« witneſs of Jeſus, and for the word of 
« God, and which had not worſhipped 
e the beaſt, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their fore- 
« heads or in their hands; and they 
“ (ſuch bleſſed ſaints and martyrs) lived 
and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand 
de years; but the reſt of the dead lived 
«* not again until the thouſand years 
« were finiſhed. This is the firſt reſur- 
«reciva.” 5 | 


I APPREHEND theſe words in their 
moſt plain and obvious meaning, that 
St. John foreſaw that the firſt and chief 


of the principalities and powers, the rulers 
of 
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of the darkneſs of this world, with which 
we, as faithful ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are to ſtrive in this ſtate of trial, was 
abridged of the powerful means he uſed 
to deceive and delude men with, and fo 
reſtrained from perpetrating that miſ- 
chizvous part, which he had acted before 
and during the reign of the Roman em- 
perors, ſome of whom had been the 
moſt beaſt-like tyrants and moſt violent 
perſecutors of our holy faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ever reigned in this dark 
world; and was held ſo reſtrained for a 
thouſand years. 


IT is probable too, that about this 
time the power of working miracles was 
withdrawn from chriſtians,. there now 
not being ſuch occaſion for that gift; 
juch help was not now ſo needed, as 
there was not fo great an oppoſition for 
men to ſtruggle with, now thrones and 
judgment were given unto Chriſtians ; 


E. and 
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and then it was that that ſtate of Chriſt's 
church here on earth, called Chriſten- 
dom, was ſet on foot, which was to 
ſucceed the Roman empire; and ſuch 
chriſtians as had reſiſted the moſt ty- 
rannic beaſts of the Roman emperors, 
or their image or likeneſs in any other, 
and had refuſed to proſtitute their faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, by giving. into ſuch 
practices, which no chriſtian could do, 
and preſerve his faith; they who had 
thus reſiſted unto death, and been thus 
faithful martyrs for Jeſus, and for the 
word of God, were peculiarly bleſſed 
and raiſed before others to live and rei;n 
with Chriſt for a thouſand years, and to 
be the prieſts of God and of Chriſt. 


TEN aſterwards another ſtate of 
Chriſt's church is revealed, a diminu- 
tion of its power and happineſs, the 


chiefeſt of its adverſaries being looſed 
for a little ſeaſon ; at the end of which 
ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, Chriſt ſha.l come in his glory to 
judge both quick and dead, Such ſtate 
of Chriſt's church here on earth 1s thus 
revealed: When the thouſand years 
« are expired, Satan ſhall be looſed out 
*« of his priſon, and ſhall go out to 


&« deceive the nations which are in the 
« four quarters of the earth, Gog and 
« Magog, to gather them together to 
battle, the number of whom is as the 
* ſand of the fea, And they went up 
<* on the breadth of the earth and com- 
„ paſſed the camp of the ſaints about, 


* and the beloved city, and fire came 


down from God out of heaven and 
«© devoured them, and the devil that de- 
© ceived them was caſt into the lake of 
„ fire and brimſtone, where the beaſt, 
or tyrant, and the falſe prophet are, 
{© and ſhall be tormented day and night 
“ for ever.“ 


AQ 
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SATAN, looſed from his priſon, or 
leſs reſtrained after the expiration of the 
thouſand years, ſets on foot, through 
his deceits and deluſions, great unhappi- 
_ neſs and perſecution among the nations, 
or Gentiles converted to the faith, draw- 
ing the chiefs of the earth into a Jong 
conteſt. On ſuch ſad occurrence, in 
ſuch a troubled ſtate of human affairs, 
numbers, without regard or diſtinction 
of right and wrong, will deeply engage 
themſelves to, and be willing to receive 
any mark from thoſe, who, they appre- 
hend, are moſt likely to advance thoſe 
high and vain purpoſes from this world, 
which they have in view placed before 
their deceived fancies and imaginations: 
ſuch will hate that light that diſcovers 
the deceit, and will ſtraitly beſiege the 
{ſaints and beloved city of God; that is, 
will injure, oppreſs, and perſecute thoſe 
who, out of a faithful love of God their 

Sa- 


7 
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Saviour, and a regard of that happineſs, 
which he hath mcdiated for them in an- 
other world, will keep themſelves free 
and unſpotted from ſuch a courſe in 
this. At the end of this period, God 
will put an end to this world, grown 
thus diſſolute, and then proved under 
every ſtate, and Chriſt will come and fir 
upon the throne of his glory, and ga- 
ther all nations before him to their final 
or laſt judgment, and, at this reſtitution 
of all things, cloſe the whole ſcene of 
man's redemption. 


Ir is now about one thouſand three 
hundred years ago ſince the time that 
Rome fell, and the Roman empire was 
torn to pieces, by the breaking in of 
many nations upon it, and their con- 
quering it and overthrowing it. There 
prevailed an opinion among the fathers, 
that the Roman empire was to laſt as 
long as the world. Hence, when they 
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apprehended the empire to be in danger 
from any extraordinary calamity, elpe- 
cially from the irruption of the Barba- 
rtans, they concluded the end of the 
world was at hand. 


Wu ſuch an opinion prevailed with 

the fathers, of the end of the world 
ſucceeding the end of the Roman em- 
pire, it 1s probable it ſprung from their 
high and wrong conceits of the Mil- 
lennium, conceiving it to be ſuch an 
alteration and change of things here on 
earth, as would make it natural to look 
on it as the end of this world; and thus 
they might eaſily be led to miſtake that 
period of time, when it was propheſied 
that the Millennium ſhould begin to be 
the end of the world. But now to look 
for a Millennium is to look for it at a 
period of time, when prophecies of 
the book of Revelation, interpreted by 


events come to paſs as there foretold, 
bring 
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bring this world near to its diſſolu- 
tion. 


To aſſign the periodical return of 
any comet for its diſſolution, or any 
other ſigns of its end approaching, but 
thoſe foretold in the book of God's per- 
fect revelation of his will, or any how 
to inquire how near that day is, is moſt 
preſumptuouſly to inquire after the times 
and ſeaſons of God Almighty's proceed- 
ings, as to affirm the continuance of 
this world for any determinate number 
of years weuid be inttuſion into his pro- 
ceedings. What wretched prejumpuon ! 
what blind ignorance and derogation 
from the New Teſtament of our Lord! 
not to fay far worſe of it, is it for any 
ſet of men, who call themſelves chri- 
ſtians, to ipeak of theſe laſt days in 
terms poſitively declaring the duration 
of theſe days for many thouſand years ? 
Such preſumption will be apt to lead 

E 4 halting, , 
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halting chriſtians into the fable of the 
Millenarians, or into Jewiſh dotages; 
and makes the revival of ſome ſuch ar- 
ticle of religion needful, as that agreed 
upon in the convocation held in the 
year 1552, whereby it was declared, 
that * they who endeavour to revive 
„ the fable of the Millenarians, are 
„ therein contrary to the holy ſcrip- 
e tures, and caſt themſelves headlong 
te into Jewiſh dotages.“ 
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Of the catholic church of Chrift ; how ſoon 
it was gathered together into one viſible 
body or ſociety here on earth : not of the 
world, but perſecuted by it. Two ſorts 
of perſecution : whence perſecution ariſes 
from. The poſitive and expreſs inſtitu- 
tion of miniſters of the goſpel; a clear 
proof and demonſtration of epiſcopal pre- 
fidency in the church of Chriſt, I hat 
Henry the Eighth did towards a reſorma- 
tion. Of deacons. What difficulties the 
reformers lay under. Limits of remen- 
trances and proteſtations in reforming re- 
ligion treated of. The church of England 
vindicated from the charge brought by the 
Papiſts, that it is not a part of the vi- 
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fible catholic church of Chriſt here on 
earth, 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
Ek the dead, and ſet him at his 
| own right-hand in the hea- 
venly places, far above all principality, 
and power, and might and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but alſo in that which is 
to come; and having put all thiogs 
under his feet, and having given him 
to be Head over all things in the church, 
which is his body, the fulneſs. of him 
Which filleth all in all: 


EX OD the Father having raiſcd 
© uk 


Ou Lord, after he had thus aſcended 
up on high, and led captivity captive, 
gave gifts unto men, and gave ſome 
apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and ſome 
evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors, and 
: teachers, 
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teachers, for the perfecting the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the 
edifying that body, his church, of which 
he is the Head; a building fitly framed, 
and knit together, built on the founda- 
tion of the apoſtles and prophets, Chriſt 
Jeſus himſelf being the chief corner- 
ſtone ; a ſpiritual ſociety collected to- 
_ gether from the four quarters of the 
earth within. a little while after our 
Lord's aſcenſion, and to ſubſiſt in the 
world, though not of the world, but 
hated, oppreſſed, perſecuted, and oppoſed 
by it. 


Sven is the ſtate of Chriſt's church 
militant here on earth : and there are 
two ways of perſecuting religion ; the 
one, openly ſhedding the blood of thoſe 
men who are willing to- loſe their lives 
in witneſs of their faith; the other, op- 
preſſing ſuch with grievous and into- 
lerable burdens, aiming to deprive them 

of 
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of the common comforts and conveni- 
encies of life: the latter, by far the 
more crafty way of proceeding, and fol- 
lowed and adhered to, will beat down 
the chriſtian religion and faith to the ut- 
moſt as far as poſſible. And whoſo- 
ever doth diſcern through the lyes of 
gloſſing or palliating hiſtorians, par- 
tially writing of confuſed and miſerable 
times, will ſee that perſecutors, and op- 
preſſors of thoſe that are truly religious 
and faithful ſervants of our Lord, have 
much abounded in this dark world; 
and that they have only put in prac- 
tice the one or the other of theſe ways 
of perſecution, as beſt ſuited with their 
purpoſe, and fell in with the turn of the 
times. 


AnD it is hence generally that each 
ſort of perſecution doth ariſe, when men 
come to mix their worldly views and 


aims with this or that ſentiment or opi- 
nion 
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nion in religion, and, for the advance- 
ment of ſuch their purpoſe, give into 
that moſt antichriſtrian principle, of 
doing evil that good may come of it: 
then what act of injuſtice, of oppreſſion, 
of cruelty, is there, that ſuch men will 
not put in practice, under the pretence 
of eſtabliſhing religion? 


Bor the chriſtian religion can be no 
more eſtabliſhed by either kind of per- 
ſecution, than it can be preſerved when 
united with members moſt ſcandalouſly 
corrupt. Of this latter way of perſe- 
cution, Howel in his letters obſerves, 
that “ the Turks have a more politic 
and pernicious way to perſecute than 
e by fire and faggot; for they having 


c ynderſtood well that the duſt of mar- 


« tyrs were the thrivingeſt ſeeds of chri- 
<« ſtianity, there reigning naturally in 
« mankind, being compoſed all of a lump 

and 
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and carrying the ſame ſtamp, a ge- 
neral kind of compaſſion and ſym- 
pathy, which appears moſt towards 
them who lay down their lives, and 
poſtpone all worldly things for the 


preſervation of their conſciences, and 
never any died ſo but he drew fol- 
lowers after him : therefore the Turk 
goes a more cunning way to work; 
he meddles not with life or limbs, to 
prevent the ſenſe of compaſſion which 
may ariſe that way, but he grinds 
their faces with taxes.” King Wik 


liam, in his treatment of thoſe biſhops, 
who made ſo noble a ftand in defence of 
the eſtabliſhment of the church, and laws 


of 


this land, acted with a depth of oc 


licy becoming him. 


Tux church of Chriſt here on earth 
and always hath been militant, in a 
greater or leſs. degree, not only with 


Ph. 


18 


PROPHE CIES, &c. 8 


perſecutions from without, but with op- 
poſitions from within, from thoſe men 
who bring in their damnable errors and 
hereſies, thereby either diſturbing the 
peace, or confounding the order of the 


church. 


Wo that hath the leaſt ſight of our 
preſent ſtate, and of the oppoſitions the 
church of Chriſt is to meet with here 
on earth, can imagine that the divine 
founder and author of it, who hath ap- 
pointed that it ſhould be viſible before 
men, and that it ſhould laſt as long as 
the world ſhall endure, will ever leave 
it deſtitute, without thoſe new and per- 
fect laws and inſtitutions, and without 
the order and ſubordination on which it 
at firſt ſtood ? Who can think this of 
the church of Chriſt here on earth, but 


its moſt ignorant and prejudiced ene- | 
mies? Who can preach up doctrine ma-) 


ſ nifeſtly 
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nifeſtly tending to deftroy its new and 
perfect laws and inſtitutions, and its 
order and ſubordination, but its perfi- 
dious betrayers ? 


Urn the Jewiſh ſtate, a ſhadow 
and type of the church of Chriſt, no 
man took the honour of his own ac- 
cord, or from others, of being a mini- 
ſter of the Jewiſh -religion, but he that 
was called of God, as was Aaron : and 
St. Paul ſpeaks of the inſtituted evan- 
gelical prieſthood full as poſitively as he 
doth of the Jewiſh, ſaying, «© How 
£ ſhall men believe in Chriſt, of whom 
& they have not heard? and how ſhall 
* they hear without a preacher ? and 
„% how ſhall they preach except they arc 
& ſent ?”? | 


THe apoſtles made it their endeavour, 
that, after their deccaſe, thoſe converted 
to 
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to the faith ſhould always have the 


things taught in remembrance. This 
endeavour of theirs was made good by 
the miniſters or preachers of the goſpel 
inſtituted by them, being charged to 
commit what was intruſted to them in 
like manner to otlicrs. 


Our Lord being the Head of his 
church, and every member equally re- 
garded by him, their Head never made 
the primitive chriſtians break in upon 
that order and ſubordination appointed 
in his church. The primitive chriſtians 
were inclined rather to render more obe- 
dience and honour to thoſe that were 
over them in the Lord, than to deny 
them what was their due. While they 
believed the communion of ſaints or 
chriſtians, they believed the catholic 
church of Chriſt to be apoſtolic, the 
preachers or miniſters of the chriſtian 
religion 
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religion to be ſent, to be called, to be 
ordained to that office, in fair order and 
ſubordination, according to the reveal- 
ed will of God, the God of peace and 
of order, 


Tux learned and judicious Barrow *, 
ſpeaking of epiſcopal preſidency, ſays, 
that the primitive, general uſe of 
« chriſtians moſt effectually doth back. 
« the ſcripture, and interpret it in fa- 
„ vour of this diſtinction, ſcarce leſs 
than demonſtrating it conſtituted by 
e the apoſtles ; for how otherwiſe (ſays 
he) is it imaginable that all the 
* churches founded by the apoſtles in 
„ ſeveral moſt diſtant and disjoined 
places, at Jeruſalem, at Antioch, at 
& Alexandria, at Epheſus, at Corinth, 
at Rome, ſhould preſently conſpire in 
* the acknowledgement and ule of it? 


* Sermon XXIV. 


Bur 
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Bur there is the cleareſt and fulleſt 
demonſtration that a principal biſhop 
did preſide in the church, where a 
church was founded, over other ordained 
elders, whether biſhops or preſbyters, 
and deacons, from what is revealed of 
the ſeven churches of Aſia in the book 
of Revelation, being directed by our 
Lord to ſuch a perſon preſiding in each 
church, and not to a preſbytery in any 
of thoſe churches. ; 


Tu diſperſed tribes of the Iſrael of 
God were gathered together from the 
four quarters of the earth, or the ca- 
tholic church of Chriſt was viſibly made 
one here on earth, and ſo ſubſiſted long 
before the kings * or princes of this 


* When it is ſaid that the church 1s in the 
ſtate, it cannot be meant of the catholic church, 
dut of a national church, 


world 
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world became chriſtians ; and princes 
becoming chriſtians, and receiving the 
miniſters of the goſpel into thoſe coun- 
tries, of which they were the heads or 
princes, could not deſtroy prelacy, con- 
verting it into preſbytery, or-any other 
unappoiated form of rule in that ſpiri- 
tual ſociety, the church of Chriſt here 
on earth. 


HENRY the Eighth, the great te- 
former of the pope's uſurped power over 
the catholic church of Chriſt, though 
he might not deſerve that character 
given him by ſir Walter Raleigh “, 
where he ſpeaks of him as of one, that, 
« if all the pictures and patterns of a 
% mercileſs prince were loſt in the world, 
« they might all again be painted to 
te the life out of the ſtory of this king; 
yet he had no amiable qualities that be- 


* Preface to the Hiſtory of the World. 
ſpoke 
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ſpoke him to be a graceful defender and 
reformer of religion, but the contrary ; 
and by his marriages he laid all imagi- 
nable ſeeds of contention and confuſion ; 
and he diffolved and took away not 
not only the errors of that part of the 
clergy who had the maintenance of the 
poor, but he deſtroyed the ſacred office 
and order of deacons; an order * ap- 
pointed in the moſt folemn manner by 
the holy apoſtles themſelves, and who 
bad for ſeveral ages proved and con- 
tinued a bleſſing to the poor, by hu- 


manely and kindly treating them in their 
ſupport or maintenance, the buſineſs 


principally over which they were ap- 
pointed and ordained : and this apoſto- 
lical order ſubſiſts not here in this na- 
tional church but in meer and bare 
name only. 


Adds vi. 
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REFORMATION in religion is ſo dif- 
ficult a work, and ſubject to the vile 
deſigns of ſo many pretenders to a re- 
formation, that it was almoſt impoſſible 
but the reformers here ſhould ſtep too 
ſhort or too far in ſome matters, which, 
in regard of the far greater benefit ariſing 
from the reformation, might have been 
well borne with. And if the reformers 
here did at firſt run into any error, by 
carrying on their remonſtrances and pro- 
teſtations to too great a length, they re- 
covered themſelves: and we of the eſta- 
bliſhed church of England are falſely 
charged, in being charged to profels a 
negative religion, conſiſting only in pro- 
teſting and remonſtrancing againſt the 
errors of others; that we are a land of 
proteſtants but not of chriſtians ; and 
that our church hath no viſible mark of 
being a part of the catholic church of 


Chriſt, 


T Hz 
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THe falſeneſs of this charge may be 
proved from almoſt every part of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and Admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, and other 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, 
according to the uſe of the church of 
England; and from the creeds received 
into that church; and from the articles 
of religion agreed on in convocation, 
particularly * from that of the church, 
and that © of the authority of the church. 


Tre church of Eng'and was worthy 
to have been a leading example of re- 
formation in religion to other national 
churches; and it had gat ſtrength 
enough ſo to have been, had not the 
troubleſome times of the Grand Rebel- 
lion broke out here and deſtroyed its 
ſtrength and reputation, and the ſpawn 
of {caries it hatched numerous enough 


* Articles XIX. and XX. 
to 
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to continue carrying on their oppoſi- 


tion. 


So groſs are the errors of papiſts, 
that we of this church ought at all 
times moſt readily, by all honeſt and 
fair means, to join with our reformed 
brethren of other national churches in 
our endeavours for promoting the right, 
the proſperity, the peace and union of 
the catholic church of Chriſt ; but ſuch 
endeavour will never make us carry on 
our proteſtations too far, or too long, 
againſt our deformed brethren, be they 
papiſts or preſbyterians, or any other of 
the ſects now prevailing among thoſe 
that call and profeſs themſelves chri- 
ſtians: for, where proteſtation againſt 
the errors of others is ſet up, and fixed 
as the ſtandard or mark of the ſoundneſs 
of mens religious principles, it can only 
ſerve as an enſign to gather them toge- 

ther, 


PROPHE CIES, &c. 97 
ther, as the partiſans of Gog and Ma- 
gog, to battle and carry on fierce con- 
tention: light is not more contrary to 
darkneſs than this mark ſo ſet up is to 
that which our Lord did appoint, where- 


by men ſhould know who are true mem- 
bers of his church. 


PROTE STATION againſt the errors of 
others, unduly followed and adhered to, 
can only end in laying now in theſe days 
a foundation for as much pride and ha- 
tred, as there was between Jew and 
Samaritan towards the latter end of the 
former days, when each, conceited of 
their own righteouſneſs, magnified each 
other's faults and errors, and vilified 
each other with all bitterneſs and malice, 


Loxsg to ſtick at, and continue on 
proteſting and diſſenting, is a way of 
reforming in religion that may become 
the inhabitants of a Babel, or the ad- 

F mirers 


98 ESSAY on, &c. 


mirers of that incoherent image that Ne- 
buchadnezzar dreamt of; but not the 
members of the church of England, that 
pure and moſt reformed part of the ca- 
tholic church, who are ſo repeatedly and 
earneſtly taught = to hold the faith in 
ce the unity of ſpirit, in the bond of 
ce peace, and in righteduſneſs of life.” 
And all true members thereof will keep 
themſelves unſpotted from the diſhoneſt 
and baſe practices of each hateful and 
contending party ; and, this right en- 
Joyed, every chriſtian will at all times 
obey, with content and diligence, the 
powers that are. 5 


E 


This world continued on for the ſake of 
the ele, A ſtate of apoſtacy a fin 
given of the world's drawing near its 
end. Of the man of fin. From re- 
fleftions on paſt great and extraordinary 
facts to conſider what prophecies of the 
New Teſtament are fulfilled, not pre- 
ſumption. What manifeſts a ſtate of 
apoſtacy. Some reflections on what hath 
come to paſs here in two inſtances, that 
of the murther of king Charles the 
Firſt, and that of the preſent ſtate of 


marriage. 
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* N COR DING to the light of 
X A # the goſpel of the kingdom of 
K#*{ heaven, the New Teſtament, 
the perfect and full revelation of God's 
will, it appears that this world is con- 
tinued on for the elects ſake; that, 
when the elect of God ſhall come to be 
completely numbered, then will come 
that laſt day of this world's duration, 
when our Lord will come finally to 
judge the quick and the dead. 


ST. Paul, ſpeaking of this day, bids 
the Theſſalonians «„ not to be trou- 
« bled, nor be deceived, as if it then 
„ was at hand, declaring that that day 
« ſhould not come, except there came 
« a falling away firſt, and that man 
of ſin be revealed the ſon of perdi- 
« tion, who oppoſeth and exalteth him- 
« ſelf above all that is called God, or 

that 
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ce that is worſhipped, ſo that he as 
God ſitteth in the temple of God, 
„ ſhewing himſelf to be a God:“ and 
ſays, that the myſtery of iniquity did 
« then work, and that there were men 
te that oppoſed or prevented it, and 1 
ſhould be ſuch till the wicked ſhould i 
e be revealed, expoſed, and puniſhed, 
at the coming of our Lord.” 


0 


* 


Sr. Paul ſpeaks of the man of ſin, 
as St. John ſpeaks of antichriſt; and, 
as there have been and are many anti- 
chriſts, ſo there have been and are 
many men of ſin, who high ſeated 


e in the temple, or church of God, 
„ exaltithemſelves above God, and, not 


* 


content with due obedience paid them, 
** would be idolized, aſſuming to them- - 
„ ſelves ſome of the honour, or ſome 


* of the attributes, that belong only to 
os.“ 


* 


F. 3 Sr. 
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ST. Paul having given an apoſtate 
ſtate, or falling away from chriſtianity, 
as a ſign or token of the end of the 
world drawing nigh, and it being re- 
vealed or propheſied in the book of 
Revelation, that, after the expiration 
of the thoufand years, great iniquity 
ſhould prevail, and a ſtate of conteſt 
and hatred, and that then the duration 
of this world ſhould be but for a ſmall 
ſeaſon, to reflect and to conſider, from 
great and public facts, whether the 
church of Chriſt is now reduced to ſuch 
a ſtate here on earth, as betokens this 
prophecy come to pals, is not an at- 
tempt any-wiſe preſumptuouſly to ſearch, 
to dive, to mine into the times, the ſea- 
ſons, or the ſecret things, which belong 
_ unto God, but is, when done in humi- 
lity, within the bounds preſcribed man's 


underſtanding, only paying a proper re- 
gard 


PROPHECIES, &c. 103 


card to things that are revealed, and 
which belong unto and concern men. It 
is no more than paying that acknow- 
ledgment of our Lord's prophecies, which 
ne requires ; and they who will not, in 
all humility, thus uſe the prophecies of 
the New Teſtament to their benefit, will 
wreſt them to their hurt. 


AsERIEs of prophecies, or ſucceſſion 
of events foretold, attending the church 
of Chriſt here on earth to its comple- 
tion or triumphant ſtate, the lateſt that 
are come to paſs, are the propereſt objects 
of man's view, whoſe retroſpect gene- 


rally becomes defective, as paſt facts be- 
come diſtant. | 


ANSWERABLE to the laſt given ſign 
of the completion of the church of 
Chriſt drawing near here on earth, that 
of men's firſt falling away from chri- 

F 4 ſtianity 
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ſtianity into endleſs ſtrifes and conteſts; 

no common, no ordinary degree of fall- 
ing away can be, nor no extraordinary 
degree of apoſtacy in any particular 
country; but, in all probability, this 


country, of all the places in the world, 
is the moſt informed and enlightened 
by the revealed will of God, and here 
is the pureſt and moſt reformed national 
church; and the crucifixion of Jeſus 
Chriſt for the ſalvation of men is moſt 
evidently ſet forth by the doctrine of 
this church : ſo that, if a falling away 
from the truth, or ſtate of apoſtacy, 
prevails here, what muſt there be elſe- 
where *?. 


* There are no grounds to think that the 
ſtate of religion in other countries is in the 
leaſt better than in our own, by any improve- 
ments that our gentry who travel abroad bring 
home with them in that reſpect. 


A FALL= 
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A FALLING away, or ſtate of apo- 
ſtacy, will manifeſt itſelf in theſe and 
ſuch- like great inſtances; as ſome re- 


markable public ſhedding of righteous - 


and innocent blood; a contemptuous » 


treatment or annulling of ſome of the 


new, perfect, and peculiar laws of Jeſus + 


Chriſt, thoſe laws which he hath eſta- 


bliſned in his church; principles, te- 
nets, and doctrines, diametrically con- 
trary to the chriſtian religion advanced; 


and theſe left unoppoſed by the con- 
ſtitutional authority of an eſtabliſhed 


church, and ſo become publicly coun- 


tenanced and eſpouſed by many; and 
that order or government that Chriſt 
appointed in his church either weakened 


or deſtroyed, and the members of it 


left without order and union; even 
that name which ſhould be a bond of 
union to them dropt, and one aſſumed, 


F 5 which 
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which ſignifies no more than diſſent 
and diſapprobation of others faults and 


errors. 


No nation that hath been bleſſed 
with the light of the goſpel, as this 
nation hath, can ſuddenly fall into any 
notorious act of public and open diſ- 
regard of the chriſtian religion, much 
leſs into any ſtate of public apoſtacy 
from it. 


IT is only a long ſeries of iniqui- 
tous practices, and corrupt principles 
foſtered in their education, that can 
prepare and ripen a people for the one 
or the other of theſe; and, unleſs it 
had been thus with this nation, the 
blood of king Charles the Firſt could 
not have been ſhed by an army collected 
out of the body of the people. The 
manner in which this good prince was 


martyred being this : 
AFTER 
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AFTER his having for a few days 
been teazed with the taunts and inſults 
of a lawleſs court, which was conſti- 
tuted and managed by a few corrupt 
members of the houſe of commons by 
means of their army, under no other 
pretended authority, than the pretended: 
authority of the commons of England 
aſſembled in parliament, and which' 
court conſiſted of the moſt factious and 
rebellious ſubjects, aſſuming and mak- 
ing public ſhew and formality of law- 
ful authority to arraign and try their 
prince at the bar of their mock court, 
where he was ſentenced to die, as guilty 
of treaſon, and other crimes exhibited 
againſt him, as the charge of the * 


COMmOns - 


* The whole of a kingdom or -nation makes 
but one collected body of people, conſtituted 
of different members or parts, in ſome reſpe&s 
reſembling the conſtitution of the human body : 

the - 


- 
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commons of England, and this ſen- 
tence very ſoon publicly put in exe- 
cution. 


* 


NEVER prince had more gracious 
and chriſtian virtues to counterbalance 
his errors and failings than Charles 
the Firſt, and well may we, when we 


the parliament repreſenting the body of the 
people, and aiding the king, their head here 
on earth, in arduous and weighty affairs, is one 
part of the conſtitution of this realm, and the 
commons part of this parliament. But, what- 
ever mode or form of government prevails in 
any country, its liberty and happineſs can only 
conſiſt in being bleſſed with a chriſtian-like ad- 
miniſtration of its laws, regarding the welfare 
of the whole: and it is the wildeſt and vaineſt 
dream that ever entered into the head of an in- 
fidel, to dream of fixing liberty and happineſs 
in a country from this or that mode of go- 
vernment prevailing in it; and ſuch infidels are 
alike doing good, whether they dream about 
patriot kings, or bawl about the majeſty of the 


people. 


Pray, 


* 1 4 A 
f * * 
- 
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pray, that the guilt of this inno- 
e cent blood may not be laid to the 
“ charge of the people of this land, 
“ magnify the name of God for his 
* abundant grace beſtowed upon our 
* martyred ſovereign, by which he 
C was enabled ſo chearfully to follow 
« the ſteps of his bleſſed Maſter and . 
% Saviour, in meekly ſuffering all bar- 
*< barous - indignities, and praying for 
his murderers.” 


Tas prince, a little before he was 
martyred, was offered his life by thoſe | 
rebellious and factious ſubjects of his, 
who, by means of the perverſe iniquity 
and wretchedneſs of the people, had 
then got ſuch power over their prince, 
upon. condition he would convey to 
them ſuch * privileges and powers, and 

ſuch 

* Lord Bacon hath an obſervation to this ef- 


fekt, That numbers of privileged perſons are a 
greater 
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ſuch immunities, as would ſpoil his 
crown of all its dignity, authority, and 
revenue, and the people of their li- 
berty ; and if he had vouchſated to 
have received from their hands the 
ſceptre, and not the axe, he muſt have 
been contented to have pillaged his 
people by profuſe and exorbitant taxes 
on the neceſſaries and conveniencies of 
life, and meanly to have been a ſharer 
with them in the booty : but he nobly 
refuſed thus to be a nominal king ſub- 
ſervient to their vile purpoſes, and his 
life upon ſuch baſe conditions; and he 
did not die a martyr for the church 
of England, though he had a very 
great love and regard for that church, 
but he died a martyr for the liberty of 
his people. And the public ſhedding 


greater interruption of juſtice, and more deſtruc- 
tive of any people's liberty, than numbers of 
{ privileged places. 


his 
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his blood is probably, from many ſad 


circumſtances attending it, and ill con- 
ſequences of it, the greateſt public in- 
ſtance of man's perverſe iniquity that 
God Almighty will ever permit in the 
courſe of this world ; but, bad as it 
was, ſeveral of the chiefs of the earth 
have endeavoured, greatly to the in- 
creaſe of miſery in this world, to avail 
themſelves from the diviſion and con- 
fuſion that this horrid deed plunged this 
land into, and ſo have lent their coun- 
tenance, their aid, and helping hand, 
to keep this nation under the ſad ſtate 
this brought them into. 


No foreign nation is accuſed of hav- 
ing had a hand in ſetting it on foot ex- 
cept the French, who are accuſed hereof, 
or to have tried ſo to have done by their 
baſe practices with the Scotch: but, 
however this may be, let not any Eng- 
liſnhman 
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liſhman pretend to ſay, that, becauſe 
the perſons guilty of ſhedding his ſacred 
and royal blood have been long ſince 
dead, and gone to anſwer for it, that 
therefore we are not any-wiſe concerned 
with it; no chriſtian can affect ſuch 
ignorance of 'God's will as this, in the 
appointed nature and. courſe of this 
world, without moſt wilfully and wicked- 
ly ſhutting his eyes againſt all light of 
what is revealed unto us, 


Ov bleſſed Lord and Saviour moſt 
clearly and expreſsly ſhews, that the 
people of any age of the world may ſo 
act as to partake of the guilty deeds of 
their forefathers long ago perpetrated ; 
and how by all hypocritical memorials 
thereof men do but condemn them 
ſelves. Therefore, 


Ir when the royal family were called 
home from the ſtate of exile that they 
were 
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were drove into, that prince Charles 
the Second ſhould prove the reverſe of 
Charles the Firſt, and bring in with 
him a foreign cuſtom more immedi- 
ately deſtructive of our liberty, than 
the manner in which he led his life; 
what by conſiderate reflection is ſeen 
thencefrom, but that God Almighty, 
though long-ſuffering, yet he will not 
be mocked ; and that beholding un- 
godlineſs and wrong, and taking an ac- 
count of the ſincerity and inſincerity of 
national repentance, he ever dealeth with 
a people accordingly, though in mercy. 
and with long-ſuffering, to lead them 
to repentance? God, by whom princes. 
reign, is a jealous God, and the ſacred 
blood of kings is precious in his ſight : 
more ſacred, pure, and innocent blood, 
was never ſhed on earth publicly by 
any people than that of Charles the 
Firſt, that bloodſhed only excepted, 
which. 
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which takes away the fins. of the 
world, 


HAvix made theſe few reflections 
on the martyrdom of king Charles the 
Firſt, I ſhall proceed to conſider how 
it ſtands with reſpect to marriage, re- 
ſerving the mentioning other inſtances 
of a public diſregard of the chriſtian re- 
ligion for the ſubſequent chapter. 


MarRIAGE is in itſelf an honour- 
able eſtate, and ever greatly encouraged 
and promoted by all good and honeſt 
men, in thoſe. perſons whom true love 
attracts to union in that indiſſoluble 
band of friendſhip; and perſons fo 
united are not only a-bleſſing and. hap- 
pineſs to themſelves, but to others too, 
for from ſuch proceed well educated and 
orderly families, the ſupport of the hap- 
pineſs and freedom of a-country. 


Max- 
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MarRIaGe, according to the goſ- 
pel of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, is, in thoſe perſons that 
are joined together in it as God's word 
allows of, an holy ſtate, an ordinance 
of God appointed in the time of man's 
innocency, and revived by our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour to its firſt and pureſt 
inſtitution, making a nearer relation 
between perſons ſo joined than that of 
father or mother, and is not to be 


made void ſaving for the cauſe of for- 
nication. 


IT would be a very great diſparage- 
ment to our holy religion to imagine 
it any how defective in a point ſo mate- 
rial and intereſting to man's happineſs 
as the ſtate of matrimony : and there 1s 
no difficulty in ſeeing from holy ſcripture 


all the ends for which God appointed 
— 
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it, and in what caſe this holy and re. 
ligious vow becomes null and void, and 
what liberty chriſtians have of enter- Ml 
ing into this ſtate. And, was this li- 
berty to be denied them, by continuing 
on parental authority beyond its bounds, 
it cannot be otherwiſe expected, than 
that many parents would, through pride 
and covetouſneſs, reverſe the rule of 
St. Paul, and hold it better for perſons 
paſt the flower of their age, and under 
their authority, to burn than to marry, 
tempting them to render a ſtrong paſ- 
ſion, that Almighty God hath planted 
in the human breaſt for noble and great 
ends, brutal at the peril of their eternal 
ſalvation. 


THERE is no liberty given to chri- 
ſtians, which they may not uſe (while 
liberty ſhall remain to them) with the 
greateſt propriety, decency, and cha- 
rity; 


PROPHE CIES, &c. 117 


rity; and thus this of marriage, in 
«hich men may ſtand to their right 
and liberty, and in ſuch a manner as 
not to break in upon any duty that they 
owe their parents: for, though honour, 
affection, and love, remain always due 
from men to their parents, yet that pa- 
rental authority, which was founded on 
want of judgment in our immature 
years, expires as ſoon as children are 
grown to mature ſtrength of body and 
mind. 


MaRRIAOE, according to God's holy 
word, was never ordained for children, 
but for men and women; and there is 
no room for the laws of any free ſtate 
to be miſtaken in the age of men 
and women, that they ſhould counte- 
nance for marriage; for, as the ſtature 
of men hath been the ſame ever ſince 
the flood, ſo their age for length of 
days, 
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days, and for maturity, hath been the 
ſame. | 


THE Germans, in Julius Cæſar's 
time, held marriage moſt infamous be- 
fore twenty years old. If perſons have 
a right to be free in any thing, they 
ought to be left free in reſpect to their 
marrying. No marriage made between 
parties that are of allowed years of diſ- 
cretion ſhould be made null and void 
for any cauſe, that cauſe only excepted, 
which is allowed of by the chriſtian 
religion. Marriages, indeed, made be- 
tween perſons that are equal in their 
ſtate and circumſtances, are generally 
by far the happieſt, and between un- 


* Qui diutiſſime impuberes permanſerunt, 
maximam inter ſuos ferunt laudem. Hoc ali 
ſtaturam, ali vires, nervoſque confirmari putant. 
Intra annum vero xx feminz notitiam habuiſſe an 
turpiſſimis habent rebus. Clarke's Cæſar. Com. 
pag. 132. 


cquals 
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equals generally the unhappieſt to them- 


ſelves ; but where very unequal alli- 
ances are made by marriage between 
rich and poor families, and thus it will 
ſometimes come to paſs in a country 
that is free, the public good that there 
may be in any ſuch match oftener ariſes 
from the poor man's family than the 
nich man's. 


Sr. Paul, ſpeaking in general of the 
law, of the inſtitutions and laws of 
the Jewiſh religion, ſays, that „ the 
* law was added becauſe of tranſgreſ- 
* tons,” was adapted in condeſcenſion 
to the capacities and frailties, the ig- 
norance and circumſtances of the Jews: 
and our Lord, ſpeaking in particular 
of the liberty ſuffered them in annulling 
and making void their marriages, ſays, 
* this was ſuffered becauſe of the hard- 
* neſs of their hearts ;** but, ſpeaking 
of 
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of the inſtitution of marriage which he 
ordained, of its revival to its firſt ſtate, 
ſays, ** for this cauſe ſhall a man leave 
% father and mother, and ſhall cleave 
<« to his wife, and they twain ſhall be 
„one fleſh ; wherefore they are no 
«© more twain, but one fleſh; what 
ce therefore God hath joined together, 
« Jet no man put aſunder:” and that 
« whoſoever ſhall put away his wife, 
ce except it be for fornication, and ſhall 
« marry another, committeth adultery ; 
« and whoſo marrieth her, which is put 
% away, doth commit adultery.“ 


AccorvinG hereto, marriage, in the 
paſt ages of chriſtianity, hath been held 
a divine and ſacred law of our Lord; 
and divine and human laws are by no 
means to be put upon the ſame level, 
or confounded together; for human 


laws have often been found fo to claſh 
þ With 
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with divine laws, that God hath threa- 
tened the actual or poſitive keeping them 
in a very ſevere and exemplary manner. 


Travs God threatened to puniſh Iſ- 
rael, by his prophet Micah, becauſe the 
ſtatutes of Omri, a king of Iſrael, one 


of the ſucceſſors of Jeroboam, were 
kept. 


Wux men cannot poſitively obey 
human laws, they mult learn, by their 
patient or paſſive obedience, to ſuffer 
for righteouſneſs ſake. The holy apo- 
ſtles, when they were charged by ma- 
giſtrates and rulers, to whom they owed 
duty and allegiance, <** not to ſpeak at 
* all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus,” 
anſwered them, by bidding them“ judge 
** whether it was right in the fight of 
% God to hearken unto them more 
than unto God.” And, at another 


time, when they were brought before 
G the 
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the council, and the high-prieſt aſked 
them, ſaying, Did not we ſtraitly 
command, that you ſhould not teach 
« in this name? (the name of Jeſus 
* Chriſt) and behold you have filled 
«© Jeruſalem with your doctrine, and 
“ intend to bring this man's blood 
upon us:“ then anſwered the apoſtles 
and ſaid, ** We ought to obey God ra- 
«© ther than man.” 


Trovon this diſtinction between di- 
vine and human laws is kept through- 
out the holy ſcriptures, and it is moſt 
expreſsly ſhewn there how the prefer- 
ence is always to be given to divine 
laws, yet a reverend perſon, whoſe pa- 
rents were French, in his conſiderations 
upon clandeſtine marriages, which he 
inſcribes to the king's moſt excellent 
majeſty, draws this concluſion ; as all 


„ the means which have hitherto been 
„tried 
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tried in this kingdom to prevent clan- 
deſtine marriages have, by long ex- 
perience, been found inſufficient for 
this purpoſe, the dernier reſort ſeems 
to be a law abſolutely to annul all 
clandeſtine marriages.” 


Ta1s reverend perſon ſays, Paſquier 
wiſhed the French king to procecd 
in annulling clandeſtine marriages 
and that, inſtead of endeavouring to 
untie the Gordian knot, like Alex- 
ander, he would cut it at once, and 
annul ſuch marriages :” and how that 
French king did proceed at laſt to 
puniſh with death thoſe that married 
minors under the ages of twenty-five 
years, without conſent of parents, 
and inflicted extraordinary puniſh- 
ments on thoſe who were aiding and 
aſliſting them,” 


G 2 
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IT would better have become this 
deſcendant from French refugees not to 
have been quite fo forward about chang- 
ing any of the ancient laws and cuſ- 
toms of this renowned church and ſtate 
of England : many ſuch inſtances in the 
deſcendants of French refugees would 
be apt to raiſe a ſuſpicion, that their 
anceſtors loſt not their country for the 
fake of religion, but for their factiouſ- 
neſs and refractorineſs. But he. ſaw 
there was a ripeneſs for the reception 
of his conſiderations about clandeſtine 
marriages : for lawyers, by extending 
beyond all due bounds thoſe writings 
of theirs, which they call ſettlements, 
have, through length of time, broke 
much in upon the ſolemn vow and oath 
of marriage, as appointed and inſtituted 
by our Lord, ſeparating the united in- 
tereſt, and entangling married perſons 

| | and 
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and their offspring deep in miſery and 
confuſion, in proportion as their writings 
are confided in, and as they claſh with 
the holy ſtate of matrimony, as God at 
firſt inſtituted it, and our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour revived it. 


By means of thoſe writings, called 
ſettlements; when extended beyond all 
due bounds, perſons, the moſt averſe 
to each other, are brought to marry, 
and, leading their lives in a jarring and 
contentious manner, often deter others 
from marrying. 


THE root of this evil is the love of 
money, or covetouſneſs, and under that 
the fire of congenial love lying latent 
and ſmothered, breaks out into the 
burning flame of unlawful love; the ill 
effects following from this God hath 
made many, and of the worſt conſe- 
G63 quence, 
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quence, to deter men from it: yet here, 
to allay and leſſen theſe evils, there hath 
one quack remedy or means been lately 
powerfully ſet on foot, and another is 
now hatching, or endeavouring to be 
promoted by thoſe who ſhould have 
better ſenſe, and who cannot want good 
ſenſe but greatly to the detriment of the 
eſtabliſhment of the chriſtian religion 
here. 


Taz caſe of ſeveral debauched and 
proſtitute women 1s indeed much to be 
lamented, much to be pitied ; but how 
can any public contribution for their 
eſtabliſhed relief and comfort be raiſed 
and ſet on foot, that will not turn out a 
public encouragement for iniquity? The 
beſt means to promote the proſperity of 
a country in the valour of the men, and 
in the chaſtity of the women, is, by all 
the means and liberty our holy religion 

allows 
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allows of, to encourage and promote 
marriage. 


Our bleſſed Lord, when he firſt 
promulged or declared his moſt pure 
and perfect laws new to fallen mankind, 
among which that of marriage is, de- 
clared that there ſhould not be the leaſt 
abatement of theſe laws, but that they 
ſhould continue and be in full force till 
all things ſhould be fulfilled. 


Tux church of England, though it 
reckons not marriage a facrament, limit- 
ing the number of ſacraments to the 
two generally neceſſary to ſalvation, yet 


eſteems marriage an holy ordinance and - 
inſtitution of our Lord and Saviour. 
Now that perſons who allow themſelves - 
not time cuough to conſider of the na- 
ture and the importance of the chriſtian 
religion, and irs holy inſtitutions, ſhould - 
ſhew ſingular regard and ſpecial favour - 
Ge. for · 
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for Quakers, is what may be readily 
accounted for; but how a ſingular and 
ſpecial regard ſhould be ſhewn now for 
the profeflors of the Jewiſh religion, is 
a difficulty hardly to be accounted for, 
otherwiſe than why, at the ſame time, 
a ſingular diſregard ſhould not be ſhewn 
for the miniſters of the chriſtian reli- 
gion. 


CHAP. 
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How expreſs the ſcriptures are of the fall 
of man. Men heretofore defirous of hav- 
ing 4 proſpect of their redemption from 
death to a future flate of happineſs. 
How averſe men are now to faith in 
their redemption through Jeſus Chriſt, 
inſtances of it. The biſhop of London's 
deſcription of the preſent ſtate of infide- - 
lity here. Inſidels too numerous, and 
their works too voluminous, to be parti- 
cularly anfevered. The behaviour to- 
wards infidels that chriſtians are enjoined 
by the New Teſtament : a caution in re- 
lation to diſcourſe with them given by. 
the late biſhop of Durham. How ear- 

neſt and inſtant chriſtians ſhould be in 
G 5 4 n.. 
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contending for the faith, and what rea- 
ſou there is to think # ever will prevail 
here. 


F< KN holy ſcripture a due ac- 
© 1 , knowledgment of the ſtate 
& 27 vo that the fall of man reduced 

him to, is conſtantly made 
and kept up through the whole. It 
appears thencefrom, that the days, which 
God Almighty was pleaſed to grant man 
here on earth, repealing the ſentence in- 
curred by Adam's original fin, were 
few and evil, when ſo many were 
counted out to him as were before the 
flood, meaſuring them by what he loſt : 
but, by taking a general view of man's 
life now here on earth, it is ſeen, that, 
for longer time than threeſcore and ten 
years, the time limited by the word 
of God, the organs of his frail body 
will not hold out firmly for the pur- 
| poles 
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poſes of life, but that then, through ' 
age, the duſt returns to the earth 
« as it was, and the ſpirit returns into 
the hands of God who gave it.“ 


Taz concluſion from God's having 
in his infinite merey and goodneſs con- 
tinued on a life to man here, in re- 
prieve of the ſentence of immediate 
death, is, that God cannot in juſtice 
ſuffer man to lead this life, and not to 
account for it; that he will bring every 
work of man's life here into judgment. 


Tux proſpect, therefore, of a man's 
happineſs in a future ſtate cannot be 
greater than in proportion as he hath 
t-ared God, and kept his command- 

;ents: what happineſs can ſinful and 
fallen man, entirely on his own ac- 
count, claim in a future ſtate as due 
to him? 1 


Sr. 
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Sr. Paul, ſpeaking of the tate of 
man without a Redeemer, ſays, O 
„ wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death ?” 
and deſcribes the whole ereation or 
race, of mankind, till our Lord's com- 
ing, as ſitting in ſuch darkneſs, or tied 
up to ſuch ordinances, and incurring 
ſuch guilt, as made them groan and 
travail together under a painful ſenſe 
of needing a Redeemer, - and wanting 
thus to have their hopes of .an happy 
future ſtate raiſed and well grounded, 
and they conducted on and Jed thereto 
by ſome kind mediator. 


In the former world or days, many 
expected and looked for a happy re- 
demption from the viſible ſtroke of 
death, and many deſired to ſee the 
myltery of this expected redemption, 

now 
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now made manifeſt for many ages and 
generations: but the myſtery of God 
in man's redemption to his kingdom 
in heaven, through the mediation of 
his only and eternal Son, was hid from 
former ages and generations; and the 
expreſs and full bringing to light of 
the life and immortality granted to man 
in the kingdom of heaven, the glad 
tidings of the goſpel, was reſerved to 
be the meſſage of Him, who came down 
from heaven to ſave and redeem man- 
kind thereto. 


How joyful and thankful ſhould 
men be for the revelation of theſe glad 
tidings, now that the ſting and ſtrength 
of death, and the victory of the grave, 
are taken away, and the ſhadow of 
death made to brighten into an eternal 
day of glory in heaven to mortal man! 


Can 
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Can, the vain philoſopher, with all 
his ſubtle arguments for the natural 
immortality of the ſoul, or by recount- 
ing to men their actions good and bad, 
and what they have ſuffered in this 
life, bring any real comfort to men 
feeling the near approach of death? 


Trar the men here in this coun- 
try, where are the nobleſt monuments 
of the true piety of their forefathers, 
ſhould become ſo ſuddenly, and to 
ſuch a degree as they are, averſe to 
the light of the goſpel, not deſirous 
longer of ſeeing the things belonging to 
the kingdom of heaven, but to become 
naturals in religion : 


THis is ſtrange, and not to be ac- 
counted for by human reaſon ; but in 
fact it is true, or elſe how could th: 
late 
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late Mr. Wollaſton * have been lif- 
tened to, with ſo great and with ſo 
much attention, when he made the re- 
ligion of nature the burden of his ſong ; 
or how could that antiſcriptural doc- 
trine of moral aptitude in man have 
met with that reception which it hath ? 
For the ſuppoſition that moral apti- 


* Mr. Wollaſton, at the concluſion of his 
book, The Religion of Nature Delineated, ſays, 
That whatſoever is immediately revealed from 
« God ſhould be treated with the higheſt re- 
<« gard, be believed and obeyed.” Through 
his whole book there is no regard paid to Him, 
who declared himſelf to come down from hea- 
ven to be Truth, and the hght and life of men : 
but Mr. Wollatton ſets up knowledge as a ſuf- 
ficient guide to man for his happineſs without 
grace, denies the hiſtcry of the Deluge as given 
in holy fcripture, and, at lat, when he owns 
ſome kind of neceility for a revelation, ſays, 
that his book is not an undermining, but pav- 
mg the way for the reception of true revealed 
religion. 


tude 
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tude in man was not deſtroyed 'by his 
fall, is to make God's ſending his Son 
into the world, to redeem and ſave men, 
vain and needleſs *. 


136 


Nox x of the extraordinary events 
either that lately paſt, for its extenſive- 
neſs, the moſt remarkable that ever 
came to paſs in this world, nor any 
of thoſe preſent, ſuch as chronical diſ- 
eaſes being much more frequent than 
heretofore, and ſudden deaths being not 
ſo rare and uncommon, nor the ex- 
tenſiveneſs of the preſent war; none 
of theſe things ought to alarm men ſo 
much as the avowed apoſtacy from the 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus that prevails at 
preſent T. If circumſtances are laid 

| together, 


* See St. John's firſt epiſtle, 


+ If a diſbelief of God's revealed will did 
not prevail to the higheſt; did men live and 
act 
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together, and with any due conſidera- 
tion reflected on, can it be imagined to 
be much greater to fulfil the prophetic 


queſtion of our Lord concerning ſuch 
a ſtate at his coming? For, 


act in the leaſt. degree, as if they believed. ſin 

to be the reproach of a country,“ that it 1s that 

that proſtitites the power thereof to the ambi- 

tious; that it is that that drains a country of its 

riches, health, and ftrength ; they would be de- 

livered and preſerved from the baneful and poi- 

ſonous effects and conſequences of the wreli- 
gious policy, from the quack remedies for a fick 

and disjointed ſtate, and the ſham. patriotiſm of 
a Bolingbroke, and the boaſt that he made in 

his Reflections on Exile, how he would not 
“ proſtitute the power of a country to the am- 

“ bition of others, under the pretence of. ſe- 

* curing her from imaginary dangers, nor drain 
© her riches into the pockets of the meaneſt and 

* vileſt of her citizens, under the pretence of 
paying her debts,” would be laughed at and 
deſpiſed, his memory would be abhorred and 

deteſted, his works generally looked upon as a, 
nuſance, and rejected with that ſcorn and con- 
tempt, ſuch works deſerve, 


NOW. 
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Now men are become ſo given up 
to the cares and pleaſures of this world, 
and loft to all ſenſe of the ſpiritual 
kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, that they are 
as averſe to have any king but a Cæſar, 
a temporal king, as the Jews were at 
the latter of the former days, and are 
reſtleſs and diſſatisfied with every king : 
for they who will not render unto God 
the things that are God's, will not 
render unto Cæſar the things that are 
Cæſar's; they, who do not believe in 
God's word, and fear God, will never 
faithfully render due honour to the 
King, 


Tar government and reign of princes 
can never be eaſy and happy to them, 
but only in proportion as they reign 
over chriſtians ; yet all tyrants, the 
great and. ſmall, whoſe wills can bear 
no 
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no reſtraint, nor their deeds the light, 
ever have and ever will treat the goſpel 
of the kingdom of heaven with ha- 
tred and ſuſpicion, and no doctrine is 
ſo grateful to their ears as that of thoſe 
men who are for preaching Chriſt's: 
kingdom from off the face of this 
world. Neither is ſuch doctrine unac- 
ceptable to thoſe perſons ( ſince both 
papiſt and proteſtant have ſo ſcanda- 
louſly abuſed the chriſtian's liberty to 
their malicious purpoſes) who will not 
ſee ( becauſe ſuch fight doth not fort 
with their purpoſe) the difference be- 
tween uſe and abufe, and fo liften to 
thoſe who bring as argument againſt 
the truth of God the lyes of men, 
draw their arguments againſt men's. 
hearing and receiving the doctrines and 
inſtitutions of the goſpel of the king- 
dom of heaven from man's abuſes. 


thereof. The numbers of theſe who 
E 
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are thus now the bitter enemies of the 
eſtabliſhed or public profeſſion of the 
chriſtian faith, or its cold and indif- 
ferent friends, are multitudes; 


Tr1s deſcription of the ſtate of apo- 
ſtacy, or falling away from the chri- 
ſtian faith, may be held to be a falſe 
repreſentation - of its ſtate, or one ex- 
tremely exaggerated, in order. to make. 
it coincide or ſquare with what 1s ad- 
vanced in this eſſay. But does that. 
account make it leſs, which a moſt. 
worthy and faithful prelate, taking the 
opportunity of the late earthquakes, 
to. remind the inhabitants of. the ca- 
pital of. this kingdom of their duty 
on that occaſion, gives of it? A pre- 
late, whoſe mind evidently appears 
full of zeal. for the faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of quick and painful ſenſe 
of, .and deep concern. for, the growth. 


* 
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of infidelity, which he ſees prevailing 
here; and the love which he hath for 
his country, makes him mention it 


with great reluctance. His words are 
theſe : 


« Hap this part of the world had 
„ leſs knowledge, and leſs light, they 
might have ſome excuſe, and ſome 
« hope that God would wink at their 
« ignorance; but they have had the 
« light, and loved darkneſs. The gol- 
e pel of Chriſt, in which all the good- 
e neſs and mercy of God are diſplayed, 
through the redemption .purchaſed 
„ by the blood of Chriſt, in which 
„the aid and comfort of the Holy 
« Spirit of God is offered to all who 
« diligently ſeek it, in wlüch the 
ce hopes and fears of eternity are diſ- 
played to guard us againſt the temp- 
4 tations of ſin, hath been not only 
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rejected, but treated with a mali- 
cious ſcorn, and all our hopes in | 
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Chriſt repreſented as deluſions and 


impoſitions upon the weakneſs of 


men. 


„ How has the preſs for many 


years {warmed with books, ſome to 


diſpute, ſome to ridicule, the great 
truths of religion, both natural and 
revealed! He ſays, there is no need 
to mention particular caſes, the thing 
is notorious ; and wiſhes the guilt in 
this inſtance was confined to the au- 
thors only, and that no- body elfe 
was anſwerable for it: but the ear- 
neſtneſs with which theſe books were 
ſought after, the pleaſure and appro- 
bation with which they were received, 


are too ſtrong indications of the ge- 
neral taſte to be diſſembled; and 


the induſtry uſed to diſperſe theſe 
« books 
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<< books at home and abroad, and eſ- 
„ pecially to our plantations in Ame- 
% rica, to which great numbers, and 
„ at great expence, have been con- 
« veyed, are proofs of ſuch malice 
“ againſt the goſpel, and the holy Au- 
& thor of it, as would not be borne 
even in a Mahometan country: and, 
„he ſays, in this branch of trade, 
« London beats all the world, and 


© 1s become even the mart of infide- 
65: eyes" 


Now it 1s not to be expected, that 
the proud ſcholar, to whoſe conceit the 
power and wiſdom of God in man's 
redemption appear fooliſhneſs, ſhould 
any longer be u diſguiſed and ſecret, 
or the only enemy of the chriſtian 
faith; but open and bl-ſphemous at- 
tacks againſt chriſtianity muſt be ex- 


pected frequendy to be met with from 


x 


the 
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the groſſeſt and boldeſt ignorance *, as 
well as from the crafty and ſubtle, 


Now apoſtates, preſumptive on their 
numbers, will grow more hardened and 
bold, while the faithful, heedfully re- 


garding the word of God, will grow 


Many inſtances of ſuch ſort of blaſphemy 
are to be met with in ſome of the papers of thoſe 
weekly and monthly retailers of news, politics, 
and ſcraps of learning, and theſe inſtances diſ- 
guiſed to deceive the ſight, and cooked up to 
ſuit the taſte of the meaneſt of their readers, 
All ſuch corrupt and licentious abuſers of the 
liberty of the preſs are great enemies to the hap- 
pineſs of their country: it is only a fair and 
open uſe of the preſs that can be the means of 
any good ; ſuch too is. the nature of religion, 


that, whatever is the eſtabliſhed religion of any 
country, it will not be ſuffered to be treated pub- 
licly in a light and trifling manner, much leſs 
with contempt and ſ:orn, but where the prin- 
cipal perſons of that country are apprehenſive 
that it claſhes with what they have done, or with 
what they intend to do, 


more. 
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more careful of their ways, thereby 
making the fair example of their chri- 
ſtian life ſuine forth more brightly be- 
fore men; as of thoſe who faithfully 
believe that the light of the goſpel of 
the kingdom of heaven will not go 
out ingloriouſly, as infidels imagine; 
or that any triumph or victory can 
poſſibly fall to the ſhare of infidelity, 
in bearing down that bleſſed part of 
Chriſt's kingdom here on earth, his 
church. 


Fo there is no foundation in the 
leaſt to think thus from what is re- 
vealed in holy ſcripture of its laſt and 
lateſt, ſtate here on earth; for com- 
paſſing about of any city, or ſtraitly 
beſieging it, doth not imply a vic- 
tory over it, neither doth the pro- 
phetic queſtion of our Lord concern- 
ing faith in Him at his laſt coming. 

H imply 
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imply an * extinction of the chriſtian 
faith, but only much decreaſe, waver: 
ingneſs; and greater: e therein, 
t N eg amon 8 men. ; 


Nrx1THER is it only prophetic of 
this, but a ſevere reproof of the wretched 
ignorance and bale ingratitude of man; 
and any apprehenſion of the fulneſs of 
time of this prophetic queſtion draw- 
ing near ſhould rouze up chriſtians, 
and animate them to look to their ways 


and: _ to their 20 


Ov bleſſed Lord, when his hea- 
venly doQtrine was about to meet with 
the ſtrongeſt oppoſition from this world, 
foretelling this to his diſciples, bid 
them be of good cheer, declaring to 
them that he chad overcome the 
« world;” and, at another time, he 
.told the chief of his enemies, the chief 
prieſts 
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prieſts and elders, or rulers. of the Jews 
of thoſe times, when they were about 
to ſhed his innocent blood, armed with 
the authority and ſword of the Romans, 
that the 5 of darkneſs have but 


* their hour.“ 1 1 2 


Ir is impoſflible that offences ſhould 
not come in this world; it is impoſhble 
too for good men to ſee them without 
concern, or without endeavouring to 
oppoſe them, eſpecially when they are 
of that ſort, that they are a denial of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and 
many are ſeen to follow this, and the 
way of truth to be moſt ſcandalouſly 
evil ſpoken of; and not thoſe means, 
which our Lord and his apoſtles com- 
manded, tried, in order to put: * 
check vr ſtop here. 155 


nz 


% 
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Tuts hath made ſeveral learned and 
ſeveral pious miniſters of the goſpel 
oppoſe the writings of apoſtates and in- 
fidels, and give anſwers thereto, and 
probably their anſwers may have reached 
the cloſets of ſome few infidels, and 
from thence their hearts; but now in- 
fidels are grown too numerous, and 
their writings too voluminous, to have 
ſuch r notice taken of them. 


Ws no public good, but proba- 
bly only great loſs. of time, and waſte 
of learning to no purpoſe, or to ſome 
bad' purpoſe, can ariſe from endeavour- 
ing to give particular anſwers to their 
writings, by entering into diſpute and 
conteſt with them. St. Paul's charge 
to chriſtians is © in nothing to be ter- 
« rified by their adverſaries, but to 
_ * ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, and with one 

« mind, 
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* mind, ſtriving together for the faith 
« of the goſpel.” 


Tris way commanded us is the 
only way that we can poſſibly do good 
to ourſelves and the cauſe of our reli- 
gion : a carriage towards infidels, when 
it is fortified with the directions given 
in the goſpel, will ever prove an evi- 
dent token to them of the perdition of 
their ways, ſtop the progreſs of infide- 
lity, and be the moſt probable means 
of bringing ſome of them over to the 
ſalvation of the goſpel; beſides, when 
religion is brought to a very low ebb, 
it is better to endeavour to ſtrengthen 


what remains, than to be looking 1 
that which | is loſt. 


Tu caution which our Lord gave 
to his diſciples, when he was preparing 
them to preach the goſpel of the king- 
H 2 dom 
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dom of heaven; is a caution againſt 
every unwiſe and imprudent attempt 
to vindicate the truths of our holy re- 
ligion, as that which will prove but a 
caſting thoſe bleſſed truths before its 
adverſaries to be further trampled on 
by them: and the apoſtle St. Peter's 
charge is, „to be ready always to give 
% an anſwer to every man that aſketh 
« Areaſon of the hope that is in you 
«*with fear and meekneſs.“ 

Ha theſe directions and commands 
been obſerved, many of thoſe diſputes 
and conteſts, which have been had and 
carried on with apoſtates and infidels, 
would have been avoided, as well as 
much of that diſcourſe which men are 
wont to have with them ; for their que- 
ſtions are quite of another ſort than that 
which the apoſtle directs us to give, an 


anſwer to, not being any- wiſe any ob- 
ject 
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ject of hope, and which they are ever 
apt to urge too in a very improper 
manner, under falſe or feigned colours, 
as well as at unſeaſonable times, ſhew- 
ing thereby, that they ſeek not any 
ſteadineſs or ſettledneſs in principles of 
truth, but ſome vent in vain and end- 
leſs conteſts, diſputes and wranglings, 
for what is floating on their brain, and 
which aboundeth there too much to be 
contained with any eaſe; and they ſee k 
for principles conformable to their prac- 
tices, and, what tranſient ſtrength they 
find, they find from others nn, 


A LATE 3 oy pious a 8 
ſpeaking in relation to diſcourſe hs 
infidels, obſerves, that, the general 
evidence of religion is complex and 
1 en. and that it conſiſts of a long 


7 The late biſhop of Durham, in his che :rge 
in the year 1751, 


H 4 6 ſeries 
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« ſeries of things, one preparatory and 
* confirming another from the begin- 
ning of the world to the preſent time; 
and ſays, it is eaſy to ſee how utterly 
indiſpoſed people would be to attend 
to it in a curſory converſation.” 


Tur meek and patient behaviour 
wherewith chriſtians are to demean 
themſelves towards the adverſaries of 
their faith, and the cautions enjoined 
them, ſhould by no means betray into 
any indolent or indifferent carriage 'to- 
wards them, or before them. Men 
muſt be moſt devoted ſervants of the 
preſent times of this world, not to own 
The times to be ſuch, that a behaviour 
in a chriſtian that beſpeaks a careleſſneſs 
and indifference of 'a Gallio, or of a 
lukewarm Laodicean, 1s altogether in- 
excuſable now, ſince the attacks that 
are carried on againſt the chriſtian reli- 

gion, 
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gion are not in points indifferent, but 
in points fundamental, ſtriking at the 
very root thereof; being either flatly 
contradictory to the heavenly doctrine of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, or 
a groſs inſult on Him, the author and 
finiſher of our faith. 


WHeneverR there is an opportunity 
given of oppoſing infidels, and of ſhew- 
ing that we are in nothing terrified by 
what they advance; or whenever the 
laying the truths of the goſpel before 
infidels will not be a laying thoſe truths: 
at their feet to be trampled on by them; 
we are to be as inſtant in inſtructing” 
thoſe that ſo oppoſe themſelves as we 
poſſibly can, leſt we bring the ſeaſons of- 
God's giving to them repentance, to the 
acknowledgment of the truth, within 
too narrow bounds, bounds of our ownt” 
placing, and not of God's. 


H 5 
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So great is the beauty of the holineſs 
of our religion, that the harveſt will 
never be ſmall, where the appointed 
labouxers, ſent. forth into the harveſt 
have any competent means of doing 
their duty to the people,, and will do 
their duty : if theſe. teachers of the 


HOLE ASL 


people ſhould be. removed. into a corner, 
public credit and reſpect for the gene- 
rality being withdrawn. from them ; even 
then, if theſe inſtituted. miniſters. of. 
Chriſt, and ſtewards, of the myſteries of 
God, who are to watch gyer. and feed 
the flock, and who.. muſt give a ſtrict. 
account. of their miniſtry and ſteward- 
ſhip, will- not. lumber away their time. 
in eaſe, indolence, and inactivity, but 
will lift up their. voice, they will be 
heard by many, , eſpecially here in this 
epyntry,, For, 


CAN 
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Cx it be now. imagined that the in- 
habirants of this land, where ſo pure a 
chürch as the church of England is 
owned to be the church by law efta- 
bliſhed, ſhould ever become ſo intirely 
loſt to all ſenſe of God's will, ſo ex- 
preſsly revealed for his granting and ad- 
mitting mortal men into the glory and 
happineſs of his kingdom in ketven;” as 
to be for preſcribing to Almighty God 
their own terms for their obtaining this 
glory and happineſs, and, refuſing to 
hear the doctrine of his inſtituted mini- 
ſters as inſufficient: for their perſuaſion, 
dictate like the chief prieſts, the ſcribes 
and elders of the Jews, what proof ſhall 
de ſufficient f for their belief? * 
11 115 | gy . 
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The neceſſity of ecclefiaſtical government. 
The convocation ſometimes meeting ne- 
ceſſary to the ſubſiſtence f the church of 
this land. Of an eſtabliſhed church. 
Of ſedlaries, and their ways of proceed- 
ing. Of public ſchools, Of the uni- 
' werſities. Of eccafronal conformiſts. The 
concluſive inference of what is advanced 
in this eſſay, and an objeftion thereto 
conſidered of. Knowledge of the end of 
the world hid from man, and why. Of 
the puniſhment of corrupt chriſtians at 
' the end of theſe laft days. Threatened 
evils in this world net irreverſible de- 
crees of God, but intended for the cor- 
rection and repentance of nen. The ill 
treatment 
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treatment that chriſtianity meets from 
the world, or the falling away from it, 

uo objeftion againſt, but a proof of its 
truth, as ſuch its ſtate is foretold. Of 

our duty at theſe preſent times. The 
falling into diſputation no way . to hear 
truth, or to diſcover it 19 others. 


OY HE N our bleſſed Lord and 
LW Saviour had gathered toge- 
* ther from the four quarters of 
the earth his church, imme- 
diately or ſoon after the end of the 
former days, by the voice or preach- 
ing of his apoſtles; this his church 
was to continue ſo collected one ca- 
tholic church in a viſible manner, be- 
fore and in oppofition to a corrupt and 
degenerate world, through all the. ap- 
pointed ages that this world was to be 
continued on · for in- theſe latter days of 
ir. But this church of Chriſt could 


nor 
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not have continued for as many months 
as there have been centuries paſt ſince 
its firft inſtitution and eſtabliſhment, 
no, nor at all have been ſuch a church, 
body, or ſociety, (as the reward of the 
obedient, and puniſhment of rhe diſ- 
obedient members of this body. or ſo- 
ciety, are not of this world) without a 
form of ſound words committed to 
the truſt of the miniſters of Chriſt's 
church, a ſymbol of belief, an -apo- 
ſtolic ſyſtem of faith in - Jeſus Chriſt, 
and kept. by his miniſters for the viſt- 
ble admitting men members of his 
church by baptiſm, for the excommu- 
nication from the viſible church of 
Chriſt of ſuch as ſcandalouſly and openly 
denied their faith: which my Iu 
. Nut! 824 


* 


HR Ns * 2 eng nſtimaced 
my and government of the viſible 
church 


ESSAY ow Tn 
church of Chriſt here on earth, let 
him attentively reflect on and conſider 
of the directions of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour to his apoſtles for the 
planting of this his church here on 
earth, his inſtitution of the two fa- 
craments, or outward viſible ſigns of 
the members of his church, and on 
the acts or proceedings of the apo- 
ſtles, and on what our Saviour hath 
propheſied of the militant ſtate of his 
church here on earth; and then he 
will no longer doubt of, or endeavour 
to place the inſtituted policy and go- 
vernment of Chriſt's church on ſuch 
a ſlippery baſis or foundation as would 
lead men off from it into the laby- 
rinths or mazes of endleſs confuſion 
and contention, but will clearly fee, 
and be convinced of this, that the 
faithful and devoted ſervants and ſol- 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt make up a well- 
en inſtituted 


160 
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inſtituted and ordered army, though 
their armour or weapons are ſpiritual, 
and not the deſtructive weapons of this 
world. N 


Upon many conſiderations need had 
the members of Chriſt's church mili- 
tant here on earth to make up an or- 
derly army, by ſubmitting themſelves 
to one .another in the fair order and 
ſubordination enjoined them, as well as 
be orderly members of civil focicry, 
by ſubmitting themſelves to every or- 
dinance of man, which they are en- 
Joined to do in well-doing for the ſake 
of the credit, the honour, the advance- 
ment, the eſtabliſhment, and defence 
of their religion; for not only ſupremes 
or princes; but every man, in his vo- 
cation and miniſtry, is bound ſo to live 
and act. 


DoTH 
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Harz u not fat N common expe- 
rience prove the neceſſity of eccleſiaſ- 
tical policy or government? Are not 
the ſects diſſenting from the, church 
forced to borrow ſomewhat from the 
appointed government of the church, 
and are they not tolerated, and not 
prohibited the exerciſe of this right ne- 
ee the e any min b 


Tur 0 of this may be ſeen in 

a ſect prepoſterouſiy now pretending 
and affecting to be miraculouſly in- 
ſpired, and who, upon account of their 
refuſing the two ſacraments inſtituted. 
by our Lord, cannot be taken among 
the number of chriſtians. Neither do 
they profeſs, or call themſelves chri- 
ſtians; yet, by reaſon that they imi- 
tate the appointed church government, 
85 annually a ſolemn aſſembly, 


meeting, 
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meeting, or convocation, to do ſuch bu- 
ſineſs, and to make ſuch regulations 
and orders, as are neceſſary for the ſub- 
fiſting of that ſect, at which the pre- 
ſidency is given to ſome, and ſo they 
are in fact a kind of ror. bi- 
ſhops. NS a 


Ir is found by ſuch means, that 
they have for many years ſubſiſted, 
notwithſtanding the flagrant extrava- 
gancy of their heterodox opinions, and 
of their conceited miraculous inſpira- 
tion: but, had they no convocation, 
and were their biſhops in fact no biſhops 
at all, this ſect had long ago, in all 
probability, been overwhelmed and loſt 
in the confuſion and diſorder of their 
own members. 


F ROM ſuch inſtances it may be 
ben, how greatly intereſting and ne- 
| ceſſary 
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ceſſary to the being and welfare of 
chriſtianity” in any country the receiv- 
ing and obſerving of its appointed 80- 
vernment is. 


FROM occurrences relating to the 
ſtate naturally ariſing in the appoint- 
ed courle of this world, the ſtate, the 
good 'and ancient mode of govern- 
ment of this land, cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out the parliament's ſometimes meet- 
ing, ſitting, and acting, by and under 
the king's authority. From occur- 
rences ariſing from this world relating 
to the church, no more can the church 
ſubſiſt eſtabliſhed here without the con- 
vocation ſometimes meeting, ſitting, 
and acting, by and under the * 
* 


Ax act of uniformity gives the 
church the being of a public eſta- 
. bliſhment 
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bliſnment in any country; but, ſo left, 
time will give to ſuch as have the will 
to deſtroy its eſtabliſhment in any coun- 
try the power: in ſuch caſe, where 
the enemies of an eſtabliſhed church 
are cunning enough to endeavour by 
little and little to root out its eſta- 
bliſhment, in all human probability, 
proceſs of time will enable them to 


ſtrike a bold ſtroke to that purpoſe. 


WHERE A national church js eſta- 
bliſhed, to its biſhops belongs the go- 
vernment of that church in its ſpi- 
ritual concerns, in concerns relating to 
the adminiſtration of religion under the 


reception and protection of the ſupreme 
magiſtrate. 


No national church can long ſub- 
ſiſt and be preſerved without the order 
and government that is appointed and 

in- 
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inſtituted in the New Teſtament for 
its preſervation and peace; its ene- 
mies, were they not in a violent hurry 
for its ruin, need not wiſh it to be 
in à worſe ſituation than where the ſpi- 
ritual” authority” of its biſhops is ſo 
weakened," perverted, and confounded, 
fo neg ected, "deſpiſed, and, in fact, de- 
Hed; chat any perſon, exhibiting ar- 
ticles' againſt a miniſter of the goſpel, 
relating to a matter that immediately 
concerns the adminiſtration of religion, 
can, upon finding the judgment of 
all the courts of the biſhops againſt 
him, at laſt | get a prohibition to ſtop 
his own proceedings i in the eccleſiaſtical 
courts, and bring his cauſe on in the 


common law courts. 


A p thus no final e 
in matters ſpiritual, matters relating to 


the duty and office of a miniſter; can 
be 
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de come at in the biſhops courts, ex- 
cept it be againſt the miniſters of che 
e 


ins this caſe FIR a miniſter, wil 
ung faithfully to do the duty of his 
office, and to pay due and bounden ca- 
nonical obedience, is far more liable to 
be teazed and haraſſed if he is in the 
right, than if he is miſtaken and in 
the wrong. 


Tavs the nominal authority of bi- 
ſhops in their courts is converted into 
means really deſtructive of all the 
order in the adminiſtration of religion, 
by blending and confounding ſpiritual 
laws or policy eccleſiaſtical with tem- 
poral. 5 


Tu ay confiquence of this is obvious 
to be ſeen by * that can and will ſee; 3 


certainly, 
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certainly, it lies in full and open view 

to the conſciences of thoſe Who have 
taken on them any of the inftituted 
offices or adminiſtrations of religion. 
66% God (faith St. Paul“) is not the 
0 God of confuſion, but of peace, in 
« all charches of the. Mints.” 

7 Ver frequent, na . and BY 
rect, are the paſſages of the New Teſ- 
tament, which point out the duties, 
rights, and authorities, that there are 
relatively and mutually between the 
miniſters of the goſpel and thoſe. to 
whom it is adminiſtered, and how pub- 
lic errors, offences, and ſcandals in the 
ane are . = remedied. | 


. true and faithful . of 
the catholic church of Chriſt will be- 


1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
| have 
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hive themſelves peaceably and orderly, 
in all bounden and due obedience to 
thoſe that have the rule over them 
in the Lord; ſo will they carry theme 
ſelves with all that peaceable, kind, 
and gentle behaviour, which the chri- 
ſtian virtue, charity, requires from them, 
towards the ſects diſſenting from the 
church; a quiet, orderly, and peace- 
able ſectary being worthy of eſteem, 
while he that is furiouſly and factiouſiy 
orthodox is not. 


Bu r ſectaries are very apt to be 
furiouſly and factiouſly heterodox, and 
never more ſo than when they ima- 
gine that their ſect ſtands in compe- 
tition with a national church; then 
they proceed from covert and hypo- 
critical practices to open practices a- 
gainſt a church: to this ſectaries ſome- 

| I times 
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times have been encouraged, from the 
diſtaſte and diſlike of a national church, 
that a ſtate hath taken thereat upon 
ſome. temporal aceount or other, and 


not from any liking or PRI of 
their ſect. 


Tuis ſome ſectaries have had the 
ſenſe to diſcern; and ſo, while they 
have lived and acted according to their 
profeſſed principles, and been orderly 
members of the ſect they belong to, 
have not any-how diſturbed the peace 
of the national church of that country 
where they lived in: to this the ſenſe- 
leſs, factious, and bigotted part of them 
ever have been and ever will be blind, 
and fo furiouſly run into practices de- 
ſtruftive of a church, though they are 
not in the leaſt promotive of the ad- 
vancement of their own ſect. 


THe 
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THE church of this land will ever 
ſtand firm againſt theſe and all ſuch 
attempts, while the care of public 
ſchools is intruſted to the miniſters 
of the goſpel, to ſeaſon the minds of 
youth, in their education in learning, 
with the principles of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, and they principally take care 
of that; end while the univerſities, 
the ſacred ſchools of the prophets or 
teachers - of religion, be the places of 
education in the ſound principles of 
chriſtianity, anſwering thoſe good and 
pious. ends for which theſe great and 
noble places of learning were religi- 
ouſly ſet apart, and do not become, 
like ſome foreign univerſities, - places 
like our inns. of court, or the meer 
academies for the polite accompliſh- 
ments of the gentry. . 


T's | Our 
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OUR univerſities, by the conſtitu- 
tion of this 5 country, are eſteemed and 
looked upon as ſacted nurſeries of the 
clergy, the public received miniſters 
of the goſpel; in diſregard hereof, to 
pick up. and make of occaſional con- 
formiſts, prieſts, the public miniſters 
of religion, would be not to ſave ap- 
pearances to the church in its fall, 

gan be thought of to make prieſts of 
than occaſional conformiſts : occaſional 
conformity hath that appearance of evil, 
that ſuſpicion of 2 will attend 
even their 1 actions. 6 


Seen eme muſt come to dye 
moſt extraordinary and eminent virtue 
to ſurmount this diffioulty; and, how- 
ever there may be a few ſuch in- 
ſtances, this . continued on, and 


rn | given 
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given into, is ſufficient to overturn any 
national church, and ſo, in ſwift pro- 
greſs, to bring on a falling away from 
the faith in Jeſus Chriſt. | 


I's I have not Wen miſtaken in 
the explanation given of thoſe words 
of the book of Revelation, which 
have been more eſpecially the ſubject 
of this eſſay, but have pointed out 
 fuch paſt occurrences in this world, 
a place to man redeemed from his 
fall of trial through dangers, tempta- 
tions, and difficulties, leſs or greater, 
according to the appointed and given 
times of the courſe of this world, as 
tally and fall in with what is pro- 
pheſied concerning ſuch extraordinary 
times, then the concluſion is plainly 
obvious, How that part of that 
« ſpace of time, ' which was deter- 
„ mined by - Almighty. God, and rt- 
4 e yealed 
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»«- vealed or propheſied of by his word, 
© to be after the Millennium, or fifth 
&«& monarchy, and before the end of 
„ the world, is at this time paſt and 
« gone.“ But it is only time and 
approbation that ſhould give any the 
leaſt weight to a private interpreta- 
tion of holy ſcripture offered to the 
public. . 


ONE objection to what is advanced 
in this eſſay ſtuck long on hand, 
which is this, that, in order to ſup- 
port what hath been ſaid in making 
the Millennium, or fifth monarchy, 
ſoon to ſucceed or follow after the 
Roman empire, or fourth monarchy, 
like as that and the other three mo- 
narchies propheſied of by Daniel did 
one another, is a making the Millen- 


nium, that reign of ſaints or chriſtians, 
to fall in at a time, during which 
oF” 1 -- there 


—— — — — —— — 
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there hath been much ſuperſtition, error, 
and much uſurped power. 


Sve hath been the conſtant ſtate 


of popery ; yet, not to believe but that 


there have been, ſince the fall of the 


Roman empire, ſome good biſhops of 


Rome among the ſucceſſors of St. Peter 


in that ſee, is altogether inconſiſtent _ 


with charity. In the articles of the 
church of England, this is fer forth 
of the church of Rome, that, as the 
“ church of Hieruſalem, Alexandria, 
9 and Antioch, have erred, ſo alſo the 
« church of Rome hath erred, not 
« only in their living and manner of 
&« ceremonies, but alſo in matters of 


« faith.“ 


Tu time, at the fall of the Ro- 
man empire, was a time of extraor- 
dinary expectation to chriſtians, accord- 

14 ing 


* 
| 
ö 


127 ESSAY ON THE 


ing to- revelation. At all ſuch times 
men are very. apt to deceive them- 
ſelves: the light, in which ſeveral chri- 
ſtians looked on what was revealed to 
follow the fall of the Roman empire, 
rendered them very apt to be led into 
| ONT And 


3 ls: error received at the 
men caſt and mingled with the 
very frame and conſtitution of the 
Millennium (like diſeaſe or weakneſs, 
which deſtroys at laſt the human body) 
might grow with its growth, till, 
grown to that enormous ſize it was, it 
brought on the much-needed reforma- 
tion of religion. Gin 


BuT ee in religion can be 
only founded on the truths revealed 
in holy ſcripture, and be promoted 
and cane on ty d means ther 

pre- 
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preſcribed and commanded, and from 
which, as men do turn away, they 
will but grow more defbormed, from 
bad to worſe, from popiſſi darlcneſt, 
ſuperſtition, Rn and "ONE 0 
Mahometan. b 
a Nee 
ALL good and wiſe men, ſo far as 
they can reflect or look back on the 
times paſt, will form their judgmertt 
of thoſe times with as much candour 
and charity as they do of the preſent 
times they live in; and not, through 
love of this world, call the oppreſſive, 
the tyrannic, and cruel proceedings of 
any. ſet of men by the name of reli- 
gion, but look upon all ſuch proceed- 
ings as moſt ſcandalous to their chriſtian 


profeſſion, 


Tus tyrannic abuſe and: ſuperſtition. 
of the popes and church of. Rome points 
5 15 out 
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out a very inſtructive leſſon of cau- 
tion againſt the helliſh pride, preſump- 
tion and ambition, ignorance and mi- 
ſery, that man was betrayed into, and 
made liable to, through his firſt diſ- 


obedience or fall. For, 


Ix they who ſet out right, profeſ- 
fing, ſtyling, and titling themſelves the 
ſervants of men for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, owning the laws of the goſpel 
for their direction herein, and putting 
themſelves under the moſt ſolemn ob- 
ligation: to act accordingly; the laity 


of the higheſt rank profeſſing them- 


ſelves but knights, and the clergy of 
the firſt order but humble miniſters 
of the goſpel, as they, who princi- 
pally ſought to receive the honour that 
cometh from God; yet, in length of 
time, did turn out fuch oppreflive ty- 
rants as they did. It men did theſe 

things 


— — 


* 
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things in a green tree, what ſhall be 
done in the dry? | 


War oppreſſions, what tyrannies, 
what unchriſtian exerciſe of authority, 
will ſpring from men, where they moſt 
greedily aſpire after and aſſume the 
moſt abſolute title that the moſt laviſh 
and abje&t people can give, and hate 
thoſe holy ſcriptures which ſhew thac 
ſuch . dominion was not given to man 
over man; and how that government, 
ſpiritual and civil, is the ordinance of 
Almighty God for the good man, upon 
whoſe withdrawing his heavenly in- 
fluence, bleſſing, and direction herein 
from any nation, and leaving them to 
their own ways, the ſun, or ſupreme 
maziltrate, is darkened, giving no 
kindly light or warmth to the people; 
the moon, or {ſubordinate powers, to- 
gether with the ſea, or people, become 


blood, 
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blood, | continually committing bloody 
acts of outrage, violence, and injuſtice, 
and be the doers or ſufferers of great 
wrongs and oppreſſions; and the ſtars, 
or miniſters of the goſpel of God's 


heavenly kingdom, fall to the ground, 


become baſe tools and ſlaves to the 


pride and ambition of man, proſtitu- 


ting their ſacred and holy function 
thereto, ceaſing to ſhine in the ſound- 


neſs and purity of their doctrine, and 


in the innocency of their lives. 


. How long, and to what degree, be- 


fore the time that our Lord ſnall come 
to judge the quick and the dead, any 
ſuch confuſed and ſad ſtate ſhall be 
ſuffered to prevail in thoſe parts of 
the world, which once were eminent 


for their chriſtian piety and charity, it 


would be high preſumption to pretend 


o _ all ſuch knowledge, upon ſes. 


veral 


4 
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veral accounts. would de 6 vey hurtful 


. gd 7 


y und to be ſeeking after f. igns 11 


is the way to Phariſaic wiſdom, and to 
become blind to the ſigns and know. 


wy given. 


* 
11 
94 
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"I ſeems a truth revealed 1 by the 
prophecies of the New Teſtament, that 
thoſe corrupt or apoſtate chriſtians, 
who, at the end of theſe laſt days, 
will reſiſt, contend wich, and perſecute 
the truth, ſhall not be puniſhed in this 
world, like the Jews at the end of the 
former days, with the ſpirit of ſlumber, 
with eyes that they could not ſee, and 
ears that they could not hear, the truths 
of the goſpel, leſt thoſe hardened Jews 
ſhould have been converted and lived 


for a while in thoſe truths; but be pu? 
niſhed by a devouring | fire, the con 


an fire of unlawful and forbidden 


love, 
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love, or of ambition, malice, hatred, 


envy, and covetouſneſs; conſcious of 
the truth of the goſpel, and of the 
dreadful wrath of God revealed from 
heaven againſt impenitent and hardened 
ſinners under the goſpel; in other re- 
ſpects, in their baſe and in their pub- 
lic and violent practices in reſiſting the 


truth, it is probable there will be an 


analogy or conformity between corrupt 
Jews at the end of the former days, 


and between corrupt chriſtians at the 


end of theſe. 


Fax more worthy of ſevere puniſh- 
ment. muſt . corrupt and hardened chri- 


ſtians be at the end of theſe days, 


than ſuch Jews were at the end of the 
former days; yet, threatened evils in 
this life are not. fixed or irreverſible 
decrees, but puniſhments inflicted on 
men, and directed and over-ruled by 
the 


— 


— 
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the hand of God, long ſuffering, wait- 


ing to be gracious, not willing that 
men ſhould periſh, but that they ſhould 


come to repentance. 


Tus all prophecies, given in God's 
revealed will of any more hard, dif- 
ficult, and dangerous times, than uſual 
in the courſe of this. world, are given 
to forewarn men to be more watchful 
and careful of their ways, to call them 


to a more ſtrict diſcharge of their duty, 


requiring them to ſeek aid from God, 


to confide in his protection and pro- 


vidence, ſubmitting to his will, as to 
what way he in his truth and faithful- 


neſs ſhall make for them to eſcape. 


So kind, ſo good, and pracious is 
God, in revealing his will, that it is 
ſeen in- the written word thereof, that 
in order that he who ſuffereth, as a chri- 
ſtian, 
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8 in well- doing, ſhould not think 
ſtrange any fiary trial that may happen 


to bim, nor be diſheartened, dejected, 
A aſhamed, at the ill treatment or re- 
proach He meets with a this world 
_ the eb 1 


— 


2 A tenth. page God moſt a asu 
and kindly to diſcover to man ſome- 
what of the method of his providence 
in conducting on through this world 
his church to its complete triumphant 
ſtate, making it known that it is his 
will, that, at ſome times here on earth, 
affliction and judgment ſhould begin 
firſt at his houſe; and how that times 
ſhould come when men would not en- 
dure ſound doctrine, nor receive nor 
hear the appointed miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, but heap to themſelves teachers, 
_ creatures of their own will, fit inſtru- 
ments to pleaſe aching \ ears. 


_ + 0 
; N 5 
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No ſuch extraordinary ſad ſtate that 
chriſtianity ever was, or can be re- 
duced to, is the leaſt argument againſt 
it; for ſuch its ſtate, to the lateſt. in- 
ſult it ſhall meet with from the world, 
is revealed in the prophecies of the, 
New Teſtament, and ſo is a ſtrong ar- 
gumeat of its tiuth, and ſufficient to 
convince, that God will -moſt aſſuredly 
vindicate the truth of his revealed will 
in his due and appointed time, as to 
the remaining part of what is to come 
of chriſtianity here on earth, as well ag, 


he hath fulfilled his word as to that 


which is already paſt. 


Now, in theſe preſent times, if men 
will give credit to the writings of ſome, 


eminent for their high ſtation in the 


church here, for their ſound and great 
learning, and for the uprightneſs of 


their lives, as they will do, unleſs they 
think 


. 
r ů ei a fe. wad... 
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think God hath quite forſaken the 
church of this land; then we of this 
nation, where the light of the goſpel 
hath ſo eminently ſhone forch, tre now 
under more ſtrict obligation than ordi- 
nary to be watchful and take heed, 
that we be not the partiſans of Cog or 
Magog, that we no ways join in op⸗ 
preſſing and perſecuting, or beſieging 
the true members of the church of 
Chriſt, the beloved city of God, but 
that we hold the faith with them in the 
unity of ſpirit and the bond of peace; 
ſhewing our chriſtian brethren, from 


whoſe errors we are reformed, how 


much more upright than they we ſtand 


in the faith of the bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt, 


by our juſt and good works done before 


men, as he hath commanded, in truth, 


humility, charity, and peace; thus 

being true members of. the one catholic 

church of Chriſt, ſince it is ſo expreſly 
revealed, 
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revealed, that there is one body, one 
„ fpirit, one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
„ tum, one God and Father.” 


= 


Tut more reformed in religion that 
men grow, the greater increaſe there 
ſhall be of the true members of Chriſt's 
catholic church, the ſooner this miſe- 
rable world will be brought on to its 
appointed end; and we are not to be 
ſecking after, nor blind to the given 
ſigns of its end drawing near, but, ac- 
cordingly, to be very watchful and care- 
ful for our own ſalvation, in humble 


ſubmiſſion to the will of God, infinitely 
wiſe, good, and gracious, in the crea- 


tion, the continuance, the government, 
and end of this world, and who hath 
commanded us at all times to be di- 
ligent and active in a good and faith- 
ful diſcharge of all the duties of this 
life, for ſo is the will of God, that the 

| 5 courſe 


x88 ESSAY on THE 


courſe of this world ſhould be held on 
to its appointed end. ; 


Tae time of its end is the time of the 
reſtitution of all things, a time molt 
welcome to the good and peaceable. 
St. Peter, ſpeaking of the coming and 


of the ſuddenneſs of this day of God, 
when this earth that ve inhabit, with. 


its heaven « or elements, and all its works, 


| an be burnt up, bids us look and 


they who look according 
to God's promiſe for new heavens, and, 


a" new earth, wherein dwelleth righ - 


* 


teouſneſs, ME Ni 
*2 

"Taz time of the end of the Teviſh 
ſtate, or of the former days, was a time 
limited in general to the lives of our 
Saviour's apoſtles; and, when he gave 
them notice of the ſigns of the near 
approach of thatitimie, hè declared what 
uſe 
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uſe wiſe and good men would make of 
all ſuch notice given them. 


Tur rellections and obſervations o con- 
tained in this eſſay on the prophecies of | 
the New Teſtament, Reader, are in all 
humility offered to your conſideration 3 
and what errors there are therein, after | 
the care J have taken, I ſhall willingly 
take on myſelf, and not add to theſe 
errors by any litigiqus arguments and 
diſputation, a way not at all to hear the 
ſtill voice of truth, but even to obli- 
terate what truth there may be in this 
eſſay ; and thus I not only ſubmit unto, 
but invite from the readers hereof, the 
ſevereſt examination. 


eds. At. ad. 


r 


